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Abstract: This research aimed to improve the students’ skill in writing. It used Classroom 

Action Research (CAR). The method used by the researcher was problem-based learning 

by using picture. The Research subject were students’ of class VII A in SMPN 1 Sukorame 

consisting of 32 students. The Classroom Action Research was conducted 4 days on the 

date 12th, 15th, 16th and 17th August 2022. The researcher collected the data using test 

and observation sheet. After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the data using the 

normality test and paired sample T-test. The results showed that there was a significant 

difference between the results of the pre-test and post-test. This can be seen from the 

average increase in pre-test and post-test scores, namely 56.28 for the pretest and 77.47 for 

the post-test. The use of problem-based learning by using picture in teaching writing can 

also improve the classroom situation in writing. In this case it can be seen the participation 

of students in the introductory part of the descriptive text, students listen and observe 

carefully and students do the exercises given with enthusiasm. Based on the paired samples 

test, it is known that sig. (2-tailed) 0.000, while alpha (α) 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05) means that 

Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted. In other words, the application of problem-based learning 

by using picture on descriptive text of students' writing skills increased. 

Keywords: Writing, Classroom Action Research, Problem Based Learning. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Language is an important tool for communicating with other people. People can 

communicate with each other and express their ideas and emotions. According to Ritonga 

(as cited in Deviyanti, 2017), says that in the study of linguistics language is defined as a 

system of sound symbols produced by speech organs and used to communicate by humans. 

Meanwhile, Sudaryanto (as cited in Suhendra, 2019), said that language is not only a means 

of communication but is also capable of expressing ideas, feelings, and thoughts. In 

mailto:annisaprima86@gmail.com
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Indonesia, English is used as a foreign language learning and has been taught from 

kindergarten, elementary school, junior high school, senior high school up to college. In 

every school in Indonesia, English as a foreign language is considered difficult by many 

students. It takes creative efforts from English teachers to make the teaching and learning 

process a fun learning.  

In learning English, students must master 4 language skills. The language skills are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. One of the skills that must be mastered by the 

students is the skills of writing. In writing there are several types of writing, including 

writing descriptive text. According to Dalman (2014), reveals the writing is an activity in 

the form of delivering messages in writing using the language as a tool or medium. 

Furthermore, Rass (as cited in Yoandita, 2019), states that the descriptive text is the clear 

description of people, places, objects, or events using appropriate details. 

Based on an interview with English teacher at SMPN 1 Sukorame, the problem that 

occurs is that students are less interested in learning English because English is not their 

own language, so it is difficult for students to place themselves in foreign language learning 

and students are already familiar with linguistic-based learning so it is difficult to adapt to 

text-based learning. In addition, students still lack confidence and responsibility, as a result 

students are still hesitant in expressing their opinions and lack of enthusiasm in learning. 

Another most difficult obstacle is competence related to writing skills. This is because 

students have difficulty in determining the right choice of vocabulary, writing text 

coherently, and writing cohesive paragraphs. 

From this problems above that students still have difficulties in learning foreign 

languages, especially text-based learning, where students have difficulty choosing 

vocabulary, writing text coherently, and writing coherent paragraphs. In addition, students 

are also still less confident and hesitant in expressing their opinions. Therefore, researchers 

want to do research and to improve student’s writing skills, the researcher intends to 

conduct classroom action research collaborative with the title “Improving Student’s 

Writing Skill through Problem Based Learning by Using Picture on Descriptive Text”. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

As for the research that is relevant to this research, the first is conducted by 

Maulidya (2014), the results of data analysis in this study indicate that the problem-based 
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learning method can improve students' writing skills. In addition, students can be more 

imaginative and freer to express ideas in writing. This can encourage student learning 

motivation. The average value obtained by students before using the problem-based 

learning method was 64.25. And after the application of the problem-based learning 

method it became 77.55. 

The second is conducted by Nuur (2015), in this study has shown that in improving 

students' writing skills through problem based learning method is a very appropriate 

method. This can be seen from the increase in the value of preliminary learning and each 

cycle. In the pre-test, students who passed the standard score were at least 4%. In cycle 1 

is 13% and 78% in cycle 2. 

The third is conducted by Setiowati (2017), based on the result research shows that 

the writing skills of class XI students of SMK N 1 Klaten in the 2016/2017 academic year 

can be improved by using the problem-based learning method. Students can learn English 

more actively and do assignments well. The average score of students in pre-observation 

was 75.73, in cycle 1 was 79.76 and 88.11 in cycle 2. 

The fourth is conducted by Marlina (2017), based on this study shows that there is 

an increase in students' writing skills through Problem-Based Learning. There was an 

increase in the average pretest score of 68.46, an increase in the posttest score of 78.65. 

The fifth is conducted by Harahap (2019), the result of this study showed that 

applying problem-based learning to improve writing in narrative text can improve students’ 

scores. In pre-cycle, the average test score was 43.4 and in cycle 1 it was 56.2. On the 

second cycle there was an increase in the score to 83.9. Based on the results of test scores 

in cycle 1 and cycle 2, the results of this study have an increase in students' abilities writing 

in narrative texts and increasing students' positive responses. 

 

METHOD 

Research Design 

  This research was conducted using a collaborative classroom action research design 

which means this research is in the form of research that takes action with collaboration 

between practitioner and researcher in understanding, agreeing on the problems that occur, 

and taking the same action (Arikunto, 2015). 
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Research Setting and Subject 

This research was conducted in the first semester at SMP Negeri 1 Sukorame which 

is located at Jl. Raya Sukorame - Kabuh and the research subject of this study is a students’ 

class VII-A consisting of 32 students, among them namely 9 boys and 23 girls. 

Research Procedure 

This research procedure refers to theory of Arikunto (2015) starts with a problem 

then proceeds with planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. From the completion of the 

reflecting, if there is still no improvement and the problem has not been resolved, it will 

continue in the next cycle. 

Technique of Data Collection 

Data collection is an important step in a study. The data method is closely related 

to the research problem that will solve the problem. In solving research problems, 

researchers use instrument test and observation checklist. 

Criteria of Success 

Classroom Action Research (CAR) can be said to be successful if it can exceed the 

predetermined criteria, and fails if it cannot exceed withheld criteria. In this research, 

research will be successful if there are 70% of the number of students who can achieve 

some increase in grades of pre-test to post-test or they can pass the target score of the 

minimum level of completeness criteria (KKM) and active students based on the results of 

the observation checklist. 

Technique of Data Analysis 

The data analysis technique used was carried out quantitatively and qualitatively. 

Quantitative techniques to analyze student test data use the T-test, while qualitative 

techniques use observation sheets to analyze observation data.  

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

1. Pre-test Results Before Implementating Problem Based Learning by Using 

Picture on Descriptive Text. 

 

Descriptive Statistics Pretest 

 N Minimum Maximum Sum Mean Std. Deviation 

Pretest 32 39 72 1801 56.28 9.491 

Valid N (listwise) 32      



A.P.. Kartikaningtyas / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 1-8 

 DOI: https://doi.org/10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4149 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

5 

 

Based on descriptive statistic of the pre-test, it aims to determine students’ 

writing ability before students were given treatment. From the table above N = 32, it 

means a total of the sample. The minimum score is 39 and the maximum score is 72, 

the sum is 1801, the mean score is 56, 28 and std. Deviation or the square root of the 

variance to measure the spread of a set observation is 9,491. From the explanation of 

the results of the pretest data above, it can be said that from a total of 32 students, 29 

students are still below the Minimum Mastery Criterion – Kriteria Ketuntasan 

Minimal (KKM) seventy (70) and 3 student reaches the Minimum Mastery Criterion 

– Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal (KKM) seventy (70). 

2. Results of Classroom Action Research in Learning to Write Descriptive Texts 

through the Application of Problem Based Learning 

a. The first meeting  

Application of problem-based learning by using picture to write descriptive 

text. At this first meeting the teacher delivered learning material about descriptive 

text. After that the teacher divided the class into 8 groups, each consisting of 4 

students. The teacher shows some pictures and gives examples of descriptive text to 

students. The teacher asks students to dig up information about the pictures that have 

been given. Then each group makes a descriptive text according to the theme that has 

been determined. The activity is continued by presenting the results of group work 

and the teacher provides an evaluation of the results of writing descriptive texts that 

have been carried out by each group. 

b. The second meeting  

At the beginning of learning the second meeting the teacher reviewed learning 

to write descriptive text at the previous meeting and motivated students to be 

enthusiastic and more focused on participating in learning. The teacher asks students 

to form groups of 2 people. The teacher explains the learning activities at the meeting 

of the final part of this cycle, namely the teacher shows several pictures to students 

and invites students to observe directly objects around the school based on the picture 

that have been shown by the teacher. Then the teacher asks students about the picture 

and students look for information obtained based on the picture that has been 

observed. Furthermore, the teacher gives assignments to students to make descriptive 

text through the pictures that have been observed. During the process of making 
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descriptive text activities, as usual the teacher monitors students and provides 

suggestions or input. After students finished writing descriptive texts, the activity 

continued with presenting the results of each group's writing. The activity of 

presenting the results of group work is carried out so that students are more confident 

and more active in expressing opinions with their group mates. Moreover, the teacher 

also does not forget to always provide an evaluation of the results of the group's work. 

Before the lesson was closed, the teacher gave positive feedback to students. The 

teacher then closed the lesson by praying together. 

3. Post-test Results After Implementating Problem Based Learning by Using 

Picture on Descriptive Text. 

 

The table above shows the post-test descriptive statistics. The post-test aims to 

determine students' writing abilities after students are given treatment on descriptive 

text. From the table above, N or total frequency is 32. Minimum score is 70, 

maximum score is 90, total is 2479, and std. deviation is 4,905. From the explanation 

of the results of the post-test data above, it can be said that the score of a total of 32 

students has passed the Minimum Completeness Criteria (KKM) of seventy (70). 

After comparing the results of the pretest and posttest, it can be concluded that the 

scores of a total of 32 students have increased. 

Discussion  

In this study the researcher conducted research at SMPN 1 Sukorame, the research 

subjects used were class VII-A, totaling 32 people. The research was conducted based on 

interviews conducted by researcher with English teacher at the school. The researcher 

concludes that students at the school experience difficulties in writing lessons because they 

have difficulty finding ideas for writing, and often feel bored so they cannot fully 

concentrate on learning and lack of self-confidence in students so that learning activities 

do not go well. So the researcher tried to do research in class VII schools through the 

application of problem-based learning by using picture on descriptive text material.  

Descriptive Statistics Posttest 

 N Minimum Maximum Sum Mean Std. Deviation 

Posttest 32 70 90 2479 77.47 4.905 

Valid N (listwise) 32      
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The researcher conducted research for four days. The first step in this research 

procedure is pre-test, students are asked to write a descriptive text based on the generic 

structure of the descriptive text. In the second step is treatment where the teacher provides 

teaching through the application of problem-based learning by using picture on descriptive 

text. The final step of this research is that students are given a post-test by providing written 

questions in accordance with the writing steps that have been taught in the previous 

treatment.  

Teaching through the application of problem-based learning by using picture on 

descriptive text can improve students' writing skills. During the activity students are more 

motivated to learn, self-confidence begins to grow in students which makes students more 

active in participating in learning. This shows that the application of problem-based 

learning using pictures in learning to improve students' writing descriptive text skills in 

class VII-A SMPN 1 Sukorame has proven to have increased.  

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Conclusion 

Based on the results of the study it can be concluded that there is an increase in 

learning outcomes. Researcher found some changes. Through observation during the 

implementation of the action can be known that student behavior has changed. Students 

become actively involved teaching and learning process. They are actively involved in 

class discussion and voluntarily answer questions raised by researchers. Although some of 

them still do not focus on the teaching and learning process. However, they all participated 

in learning activities related to picture and they actually did the exercises. 

From the results of the pre-test and post-test it appears there is significant 

improvement in students' writing skills. On the pre-test, students the writing score is only 

56,28. Then, on the students' post-test scores reached 77,47. This proves that applying 

problem-based learning by using picture on descriptive text in the teaching and learning 

process improves students' writing skills. 

Suggestion  

Based on the conclusions that have been explained above, some suggestions can be directed 

toward the English teacher, the students, and other researchers. Those suggestions are as 

follows: 
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1. For English teachers are advised to use this media to improve students' writing skills 

because picture are useful and interesting media that are liked and enjoyed by 

students. 

2. For students must continue to learn and practice to achieve better improvements in 

their writing skills. 

3. For other researchers this study can be used as reference reading for other researchers 

who conducted similar research related to improving students' writing skills. 
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Abstract 

This research explains the opportunities and challenges of using Information and 

Technology Communication (ICT) in the English Language Teaching (ELT) process. This 

research is library research. The analysis shows that educators (teachers/lecturers) have 

opportunities and challenges in adopting ICT in their classrooms. The development of ICT 

requires educators to adapt to the technology. The opportunities for using ICT in ELT are 

improving the quality of education, encouraging the development of new teaching methods, 

getting get unlimited ease of information easier, providing instant access to various 

learning resources, changing learning styles, making ELT activities more flexible, allowing 

teachers to use/create interesting learning media in teaching, having the potential to reduce 

the price of textbooks and education costs, increasing student learning interest and 

motivating students to learn. While, several challenges of using ICT in ELT are the 

emergence of various disturbances, growing lazy mindset, requiring expensive costs, 

limitations of social interaction between teacher and students, difficulty in understanding 

learning materials in digital form, having a dependence on technology, distracting students 

on ICT tools, and disconnect students from face-to-face relationships. Besides, other 

challenges are the teacher's self-confidence is lacking use of ICT, lack of teacher 

competence, teacher attitudes and inherent resistance against change, the teacher's level, 

and the institutional or school level, limitations in the field of access, limited time available 

to prepare ICT, limitations in self-potential development through training of using ICT. 

The infrastructure problem and limitations in technical support in terms of using ICT also 

influenced the challenges in ICT implementation. 

 

Keywords: education, English Language Teaching (ELT), Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT), technology 

 

 

Introduction 

The term information technology became popular in the late '70s (Yustina & Putra, 

2022). Information technology was once termed computer technology or electronic data 

processing. Information technology processes and distributes data utilizing hardware, 

software, computers, telecommunication, and digital electronics. Information and 

communication technology (ICT) aspects related to the use of telecommunication and 

mailto:tiranurfitria@gmail.com
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technology collect, store, manipulate, and provide quantitative information covering all 

machines (computers used to distribute and convey large amounts of information 

(Kurniawan et.al., 2023). ICT is an umbrella term that covers all the technologies used to 

manipulate information and communications (Liliweri, 2010). It is a set of hardware and 

tools and software used to store information (Abdurrohman et.al., 2023). It means that ICT 

is a form of communication with remote information utilizing digital or binary standards 

(Suryana, 2021). The purpose of ICT is to solve a problem, open up creativity, and increase 

effectiveness and efficiency ency in doing the job (Kessi, 2019). The role of information 

technology in human activities at this time is indeed so great (Syafril & Zen, 2019). 

Technological advances have a fairly broad influence on every front of human life (Ajizah 

& Munawir, 2021). 

ICT covers two aspects, namely information technology and communication 

technology (Rahim, 2011). ICT can be a driving force toward the progress of the nation, 

one of them being in the field of education (Miftah et.al., 2021). Technology, information, 

and communication play an important role in influencing education in Indonesia (Hasan 

et.al., 2023). Because it improves the efficacy and efficiency of the learning process, ICT 

is one of the learning media that is widely used in various domains of education. The 

presence of technology plays a crucial function in education (Yusuf & Widyaningsih, 

2022). In the learning process, one of the applications of ICT in the sphere of education is 

the use of multimedia facilities and Internet media (Lukitoyo, 2021). The various roles of 

ICT in education cannot be avoided anymore (Adiputra, 2020). The role of ICT in 

education is expected to improve the quality of education (Rachmayanie et.al., 2020). The 

development of information and technology in the millennial era currently encouraging 

educators as educators to learn and master technology as a support in the learning process 

including in learning activities (Japar et.al., 2019). 

In the field of education, teachers are required to master four competencies, namely 

pedagogical, social, professional, and individual competencies. In the pedagogic 

competence, it is explained that teachers must be able to use and utilize ICT in carrying out 

learning.  In education itself, technology now has its role in the teaching and learning 

process. We can apply the increase in technology in this modern era of globalization to 

education as more and more sophisticated facilities expedite the learning process delivered. 

The importance of technology is to always follow its development. The results of 
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technology have long been used in education. The invention of paper, the printing press, 

the radio, film, TV, the computer, and others were utilized for education. In essence, these 

tools are not made specifically for educational purposes, but these tools can be used in the 

world of education.  

The function of ICT in education has become indispensable. The integration of 

information technology into the realm of education alters the activities associated with the 

learning process. As a hub for further education, higher education must provide a learning 

process that incorporates information and communication technology. Through the 

digitalization program, the academic community in higher education has access to a greater 

variety of material sources, unrestricted by formal education barriers. Digitalization can 

increase learning's effectiveness and efficacy while expanding its accessibility. This 

digitalization is an innovation in the world of education that has proved its ability to 

enhance education quality (Sutabri, 2012). Many positive contributions to educational 

activities and processes. One of the implications of the implementation of e-education is 

the international network facility (internet). The Internet has become an important thing in 

doing research and learning for teachers and students to share and obtain information 

(Wibisono et.al., 2023). 

In the current era of globalization, it is impossible to evade the accelerated 

development of information technology, and its impact on the world of education is 

inevitable. The world of education must always and continuously adapt technological 

advances to endeavors to enhance the quality of education, particularly adjustments to the 

use of information and communication technology for world of education, particularly in 

the learning process. In this regard, teachers must also be able to acclimate to changes in 

technology, information, and communication to keep up with the advancements in ICT 

courses. Existing information and communication technologies tend to be digital 

(Syafriafdi, 2020). So in this case, ICT provides unique educational concepts and due 

training opportunities can improve teaching and learning, innovation, and creativity.  

Previous studies related to the use of ICT in classrooms including the implementation 

and students’ perception of it. Tekege (2017) states that the teacher paradigm for using ICT 

in learning is currently restricted to computer media. Internet utilization is currently 

confined to researching content and networking, not as a new integrated learning system. 

Social media is not frequently employed as a new learning method to improve learning 
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efficiency. Technology in education is not new, but using it to form conducive and 

innovative learners can improve how teachers communicate and interact with students 

inside and outside the classroom. Utilization facilitated learning. Education must 

incorporate ICT. Information technology influences schooling. Higher education must use 

ICT to teach. Digitalization gives higher education academics more material sources 

without formal education restrictions. Digitalization improves learning efficiency and 

accessibility. Digitalization in education is a breakthrough that improves education quality. 

Istiqoma & Prihatmi (2020) state that based on the results of the questionnaire indicate that 

there are facilities for using ICT in the learning process in the classroom which is 

considered very important for students, when the relationship between lecturers and 

students is going well, the delivery of material can also be conveyed properly. It can 

provide maximum results and make it easier for students to absorb learning material in 

class because it is considered more interesting than conventional lecture methods. 

Teachers can incorporate ICT into the classroom (Budiman, 2012). They consider 

this technology to help the teaching and learning process, both indoors and outdoors. Many 

types of ICT can be applied in the teaching and learning process, such as computers or 

notebooks, telephones or mobile phones, LCD or OHP, language laboratories, and others. 

By using ICT in the teaching and learning process, teachers find that there is an increase in 

the enthusiasm of students in their participation in the teaching and learning process. 

The use of technology in education certainly provides many benefits that are not only 

felt by students but also by educators or teachers. Then, what are the actual opportunities 

and challenges of technology for education, especially education in Indonesia? This study 

will be explained further. Through this library research, the researcher intends to explain 

and describe the opportunities and challenges in the use of ICT in English Language 

Teaching (ELT) by using several references from related previous books and research. 

Therefore, the purpose of this research is to explain the various opportunities and 

challenges in the use of ICT in the field of education, especially in the teaching and learning 

process in schools. 

 

Method 

This research uses library research or methods of study of literature. Documentation 

is going to be used as the approach for gathering the data. The researchers gathered the 



T.N. Fitria / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 9-30 

 DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4038 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

13 

 

necessary information for the study by searching many databases, including Google 

Scholar and ResearchGate, and gathering a variety of written materials, such as books and 

academic articles. Researchers make use of some keywords, such as "Information and 

Communication Technology" (ICT), in their search for the targeted reference. Additionally, 

researchers hunt for data sources whose titles are pertinent to the topic of this research. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

English teachers have potential and have challenges in adopting the use of 

technology in the classroom (Sokoi, 2015). According to Jumiatin & Lestari (2021), with 

the demands of teachers in utilizing ICT as learning media, teachers need to master these 

abilities so that teachers can create a different learning atmosphere. In addition, through 

ICT teachers can innovate and be creative in carrying out learning, especially in introducing 

English properly and appropriately. According to Faridi (2009), ICT is a form of progress 

in science, technology, and art that must optimize its function, especially in the 

implementation of learning English. ICT provides opportunities to tread global 

communication so that in facing the era of global competition students need to get adequate 

supplies. Through ICT-based English learning innovations, it can provide the widest 

possible opportunities for students to hone and spur their competence on an international 

scale. (Istiqoma & Prihatmi, 2020) ability to speak English can not be separated from the 

mastery of four skills, namely: listening, speaking, writing, and reading. ICT can be used 

in facilitating and enhancing the capabilities of these four skills. 

 The use of ICT in learning English is closely related to the use of computers 

(Budiman, 2012). A computer becomes an integral element of the evolution of ICT use. 

The computer is not only an electronic instrument that makes it simple for teachers to create 

lesson plans using Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, and PowerPoint), but it is also a means 

of communication, as it is now possible to communicate with someone thousands of 

kilometers away. This can happen with e-mail facilities, video conferencing, e-learning, 

etc.  

The accelerated growth of the Internet will be advantageous if teachers recognize 

the opportunities it presents for teaching English. Internet-based resources can be utilized 

by educators as instructional resources. For instance, students struggle with writing because 

it is difficult to express emotions and create them in writing. If the teacher is devoted to 
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running the program, the use of ICT in English learning can continue continuously. 

Teachers must always be self-motivated to advance ICT. The word consistent is the key to 

and location of ICT success, so it can be beneficial for learning English. Ongoing training 

to develop ICT in learning English will be very important and necessary, as technology 

continues to evolve. 

 Suhardiana (2019) states that the application of different media involving the use 

of new technology is increasingly receiving support from various parties and is often 

carried out, not only in private schools but also in public schools, where English classes 

are more commonly accompanied by digital resources. this is because the application of 

various media involving the use of new technology is increasingly gaining support from 

various parties. One of the main objectives of teaching English using multimedia 

technology is to increase students' motivation and interest in learning, which can be an 

effective method to engage them in language acquisition. This activity's context must be 

founded on the availability and transparency of instructional materials and data. During the 

process of optimizing English language instruction based on multimedia technology, it is 

anticipated that students will not rely too heavily on their native language and will instead 

be encouraged and guided to communicate with one another.  

Regarding technological advancements, the researcher concurs and predicts that the 

use of multimedia-based technologies in English instruction will be expanded in the future. 

The English-learning process will become more student-centered but also more time-

consuming. Therefore, it is encouraging that the teaching quality and skills of students will 

be enhanced, which will result in the further development of students' communicative 

competence. In conclusion, this procedure can be optimized to enhance the abilities and 

practical language skills of students. According to Suyanto & Jihad (2013), The usage of 

ICT in language education is described below. First, ICT is a learning object that is 

typically organized into a variety of specific subjects to acquire ICT literacy. What is 

learned is dependent on the type of education and the student's level. This curriculum 

prepares students to use ICT in their education, prospective careers, and social lives. 

Second, ICT as an instrument, such as when completing assignments, gathering data and 

documentation and conducting research. Typically, ICT is used for autonomous problem-

solving. Thirdly, ICT serves as a medium for the teaching and learning process. The 

application of technology in the teaching-learning process can improve the process of 



T.N. Fitria / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 9-30 

 DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4038 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

15 

 

setting goals by providing tools/communication tools and organization that make things 

easy to explain and communicate to teachers, students, and parents of students. Teachers 

can use various information technology tools for goal setting, such as the acronyms KWHL 

(Know, What, How, and Learn). 

 

The Role of Educators in Information and Communication Technology (ICT)  

Four competencies must be mastered by teachers namely pedagogic, personality, 

social, and professional (Fitria, 2021). Professional competence can be understood as the 

ability of instructors to master and utilize a variety of sources and resources to support 

learning, such as the ability to master science and ICT following the times. Teachers play 

a crucial role in the implementation of the teaching and learning process; therefore, 

knowledge, skills, and mastery of ICT that support the learning process are essential for 

them to possess at this time. One of the abilities that teachers must have in the learning 

process is to be able to utilize information and communication technology to communicate 

and self-development (Suhardi, 2023). The teacher is one of the most important parts of 

the teaching and learning process in the classroom, so it takes a teacher who is inspiring, 

creative, innovative, and able to utilize information and communication technology in the 

learning process (Nasution, 2018). 

Educators play an important role in integrating information and communication 

technology into the education system (Handayani, 2022). Thus, mastering the knowledge 

and skills of technology and pedagogical in ICT will allow English educators to incorporate 

resources from these technologies into their teaching practice (Warsah, 2021). English 

educators who feel competent with information and communication technology will use it 

more in their classes. The connection between the competence of ICT educators and the 

use of educational resources in the practice of their teaching is very important for the 

technology integration process of information and communication. An English educator 

must be able to utilize information technology to enhance the teaching and learning process 

at all educational levels (Nita et.al, 2023). This effort was made to prepare superior human 

resources with global competence and the ability to adapt to the current era. Despite the 

rapid development of ICT and the accessibility of learning sources, the role of the teacher 

as an educator cannot be replaced by these technological advances, even if they are 

adaptable. 
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English educators (teachers/lecturers) are expected to improve their quality 

particularly their knowledge of ICT so that they can apply a learning-based system 

technology to students (Pertiwi et.al., 2022). Information technology is a science that 

includes collecting, organizing, storing, publishing and use of that information can be in 

the form of sound, images, graphics, text, numbers, and with using computers and 

telecommunications. The utilization of ICT allows students to access information from 

outside the classroom, the learning process is not monotonous, and can learn anytime and 

anywhere. This can be a motivation for students. Methods based on ICT. applied in 

education. Associated with model learning in this 21st era, educational technology has the 

challenge of creating and developing a variety of effective learning designs, to achieve a 

deep learning process (deep learning) and build new partnerships. 

Therefore, educator as an important part of the world education like it or not must 

be able to apply and use learning in the classroom by utilizing IT technology. With the 

application of IT advances, the class can be said to have become a digital class and the 

teacher can be a digital teacher (Amini, 2020). Language learning in digital classrooms is 

very helpful to students in interpreting learning material, learning will also be more fun, 

facilitate the teacher in delivering learning material and even evaluate learning outcomes 

for learners (Fitria, 2022). 

 

The Opportunity for Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in English 

Language Teaching (ELT) 

Updates in technology and learning through technology can help students and 

teachers succeed in learning. There are many opportunities to be gained when using 

technology in education. Apart from being practical in the learning process, there are 

opportunities for using ICT in English Language Teaching, as follows: 

1. Encouraging the development of new teaching methods 

Instead of teaching students for an hour or having them read entire chapters in silence, 

instructors and professors now have the option of employing advanced teaching methods. 

Podcasts, journals, and social media are examples. When engaging with specific groups or 

individuals, teachers can utilize web conferencing and other online communication tools. 

In addition, technology provides teachers with universal tools that enable them to educate 

a diverse pupil population, including those who are struggling or have special needs. This 
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includes speech recognition, text-to-speech converters, translators, volume controls, 

software for word prediction, and other assistive technologies. In numerous ways, 

technology enables children to embrace their natural curiosity. They can attempt new 

activities without fear of embarrassment because their access to technology grants them 

anonymity. This process enables students to work, if you will, through trial and error, to 

determine if various strategies improve their learning efficiency. Even though technology 

can facilitate learning, students frequently find passive learning monotonous. With the 

availability of technology, however, teachers/lecturers can make learning more enjoyable 

by exhibiting videos that capture the attention of students/students so that they pay greater 

attention to the teachings explained by the teacher. 

2. Getting get unlimited ease of information easier and provides instant access to 

various English learning resources. 

Technology is a medium for students to find resources references and explore the 

knowledge and information they need (Ajizah & Munawir, 2021). The world of education 

is very complete with the use of ICT to support all academics get information, and the most 

up-to-date literacy (Pertiwi et.al., 2022). Many online-based applications that offer a 

variety of information easily accessed by students, such as online newspapers, e-books, 

and scientific articles where all of that can help the participant's learning process educate. 

Technology makes it easy to acquire information, such as finishing assignments and 

debating student content on search engines, which can make challenging learning easier. 

Students and lecturers/teachers use search engines to better communicate current content. 

Technology connects students with so many sources of information through Internet 

media. In the past, without modern technology, you would need to spend hours finding the 

topic you wanted to study. Plus, you spend most of your energy finding topics that make 

the learning process slower. With modern technology, especially digital technology, and 

the internet, you can find everything you need in seconds. Thus, we save more energy and 

time to do additional things. We can focus our time and energy on learning and 

understanding topics. Apart from that, we can also access various sources easily. We could 

even say, with technology, we never run out of information and resources. Most of these 

textbooks are now online. Organizational platforms enhance learning with e-books and 

other technology. With the existence of ICT especially the internet which is developing 

very rapidly, then anyone will be able to obtain information easily. Access to this 
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information can be done anytime and anywhere. This will assist individuals in increasing 

information and the knowledge they have (Syahidi & Asri, 2022). When students feel 

curious and want to dig deeper into learning material, they do not have to worry about 

having trouble finding material sources. This is because all kinds of knowledge and issues 

can be easily traced through search engines like Google. There have been many educational 

websites that have sprung up and provide many choices of material that are discussed in 

depth. Not only limited the website but there is also a choice of learning applications or 

online tutoring that can be used by students who feel that the learning material from the 

teacher is still lacking. This further proves that the opportunity to explore learning materials 

and gain new knowledge is increasingly unlimited thanks to technology such as the internet. 

Teaching and learning activities in Indonesia have been supported more by books or 

other media, most of which are textual. However, with the presence of technology in the 

world of education in Indonesia, the learning media that can be used by students is 

becoming more diverse. For example, with the existence of learning media such as audio 

and video together with the presence of computer technology, smartphones, and tablets. 

Many developers or developers are also increasingly interested in developing learning 

technology through software and mobile applications. Like the online tutoring application 

which provides a new way of learning for students. This makes the world of education get 

better learning support and can even support remote teaching and learning activities. 

Utilizing ICT-based learning media is difficult. To utilize the media to its fullest extent 

without deviating from its intended purpose, it is necessary to adhere to some techniques 

when utilizing it (Wartana & Ardita, 2021). As a result of the use of technology in 

education is access to more interesting learning materials. Many students may feel lazy to 

study because of the large amount of material that must be studied. In addition, learning 

material delivered in an unattractive manner also makes students' interest low. With the 

help of technology in the world of education, this problem can slowly be overcome. The 

more interesting learning materials, of course, will also increase the desire of students to 

explore a material. That way, slowly the problem of low interest in learning will be resolved 

little by little. With the existence of information and communication technology and the 

internet, educators and their students can access all information relating to learning 

materials (Wahyuni & Ridha, 2021). Educators can help students to provide resources and 

information related to the material being taught. 
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3. Changing learning styles and teaching activities are not monotonous 

Educators and students can also benefit from using technology. For educators, the 

presence of educational technology helps teachers to prepare learning materials that are 

anti-mainstream or monotonous. This will also be useful for attracting students' interest in 

learning something material. For example, when learning materials are wrapped using 

videos or other interactive media, it will be easier for teachers to attract students' attention 

and make them more focused on learning. However, in this case, the creativity of educators 

is also needed to present learning materials that are more interesting and not monotonous 

for their students. Multimedia-based teaching systems (technology involving text, images, 

sound, and video) can make the presentation of a topic of discussion interesting, not 

monotonous, and easy to digest (Wahyudin & Fadhli, 2022). 

4. Making teaching and learning activities more flexible 

Advances in technology applied in the world of education can help the learning process 

become more flexible. One form of technological advancement is the Internet which can 

help learning activities become more flexible. Educators and students can carry out 

teaching and learning activities online or online, making them more flexible and not limited 

in time.  Before the learning process of learning and teaching face-to-face, now there is no 

need to do that anymore. Students and teachers can carry out learning activities online. So, 

the learning and teaching process by using online students and teachers made it easy, and 

time efficient (Veronica, 2022). It is undeniable that technology-based learning is more 

sophisticated it also has weaknesses, one of them Internet Network. Teachers and students 

are required to follow technological developments, to learn and teach more optimally. The 

benefits of this technology have also helped educators and students a lot during the Covid-

19 pandemic ago. As the impact of internet technology, as long as teaching and learning 

activities are restricted during the Covid-19 period, teaching and learning activities can 

continue. You can imagine that when technology was not as sophisticated as it is today, 

teaching and learning activities during Covid-19 would experience problems. 

ICT competence plays a role in the interaction and communication process during the 

learning process at a higher level (Setianto, 2021). ICT competence plays a role in the 

interaction and communication process during the learning process at a higher level 

(Setianto, 2021). Even if they are in various locations and separated by great distances, 

instructors and students who utilize ICT engage in interactions while learning. Teachers 
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and learners can collaborate and communicate online utilizing digital technology and ICT 

abilities. During the Covid-19 pandemic, interaction, communication, and collaboration in 

learning can be conducted via email, messaging functions on various social networks, and 

video conferencing platforms, among others. During a pandemic, ICT skills support 

distance learning by facilitating access to information and information management 

Covid19 (Fitria, 2020). 

The existence of application of e-learning learning systems in the teaching and learning 

process with the help of sophisticated technology (Hakim, 2021). This is an educational 

concept that utilizes information and communication technology in teaching and learning 

activities. E-learning is a process of learning to teach by utilizing technology and up-to-

date information (platform) both face-to-face directly or remotely (online) to create 

effective learning (Syamsuri et.al., 2023). Learners can interact with educators or teachers 

or with participants and other students without having to attend class (Purwantoro et.al., 

2023). Material online learning makes it accessible to anyone material without being 

limited by distance and time. 

5. Changing the teacher’s learning style 

Conventional learning methods require students or students to meet face-to-face with 

the teacher to obtain learning material. In the modern era, methods like this are becoming 

less relevant and ineffective. In modern education, it is necessary to have information 

technology interventions to support the implementation of learning activities both at the 

school and tertiary levels. In the era of globalization, education needs to adapt to changing 

mindsets and needs that are fast-paced, practical, and precise. The presence of information 

technology can serve these needs. With the support of IT, students can access information 

widely through the use of technology, especially the Internet. The interaction between 

students and teachers becomes more flexible and flexible. Information technology acts as 

a learning aid through various modern means of communication. For example computers, 

cell phones, electronic mail (e-mail), online learning software, and so on. This means that 

IT support provides an opportunity for teachers to continue providing learning without 

having to meet face-to-face with their students. Likewise, students can obtain materials, 

information, and references from a wider range. The presence of Internet technology also 

makes the implementation of the education system easier and more practical. This can be 

seen from the development of cyber teaching methods, aka virtual learning that utilizes the 
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internet. Broadly speaking, the role of information technology, especially for modern 

education includes facilities that help and complement the teaching and learning process in 

a practical and modern way. Information and communication technology acts as a vehicle 

for learning to convey educational material quickly, precisely, and efficiently. Tools that 

help retrieve, process, store, and present data quickly, precisely, and efficiently. 

6. Allows teachers to use or create interesting media to teach students 

Learning technology refers to an application or medium that has been designed in a 

contemporary manner and is used as a resource for theory and practice in learning. 

Currently, the most prevalent technology in education is information technology. The 

existence of information used for learning media can have a positive effect on students, 

namely making it easier for them to locate necessary information during the learning 

process. Each school can be equipped with computers and the internet as a form of media. 

With the integration of technology into education, instructors can now incorporate images, 

videos, and other visuals into their teachings. Certain websites, applications, and programs 

will also enable teachers to vary their instructional methods. This creates an engaging 

environment for learning and increases interest in education. Relations between 

information and communication technology cannot be separated, especially in the learning 

process. Learning is the process of processing information from designing, processing, 

receiving, translating, storing, and disseminating messages. The learning process will be 

effective if the application of information technology and Communication is developed 

according to the needs and abilities of learners. In this case, one of the supporting factors 

is the packaging of learning models that involve information technology and 

communication (Darmawan, 2017). 

7. Having the potential to reduce the price of textbooks and education costs 

With more readily available and abundant resources, textbook costs may decline. It is 

also conceivable that, if textbooks are converted to digital format, students will no longer 

need to purchase them. The physical books can be kept in the classroom, while the contents 

are stored on the computers of the students. If students learn online rather than in a 

classroom, tuition costs will also be reduced. By eradicating factors that contribute to 

higher education costs, such as electricity expenditures and teacher transportation 

allowances, the overall cost of education will be reduced. 
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8. Increasing student learning interest and motivating students to learn 

Overall, the benefits of technology for education in Indonesia have a great impact on 

students' interest in learning. The existence of interactive learning methods, learning 

materials that can be accessed anytime and anywhere, as well as other benefits will more 

or less encourage students to be more active in learning. Students can learn through books, 

tutoring applications, websites that provide learning materials, or other media. So, the 

presence of technology that provides many conveniences can be a driving factor for no 

longer being lazy or reluctant in learning. So, those are some of the benefits that can be 

obtained by the world of education in Indonesia with the use of technology. The seven 

benefits above show that technology does have a sizable positive impact on Indonesian 

education. The presence of technology is expected to be able to improve the quality of 

Indonesian education to be better and more advanced. 

The development of information technology and communication can provide a 

stimulus to students to be active in learning (Syaifullah et.al., 2021). Because of various 

benefits of the advancement of communication media for education. This development has 

altered the paradigm of society in searching and acquiring information, which is no longer 

limited to print and electronic media information; rather, these sources of information are 

now accessible via the internet network. 

 

Challenges of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in English 

Language Teaching (ELT) 

A challenge is a ‘business’ that has a goal. These challenges cover various aspects 

of life, for example, in education especially ICT (Tijan & Sugimin, 2019). Development 

of information technology and rapid communication results in inequality if not balanced 

with the knowledge and understanding of each individual both teachers and students about 

the latest technology. In addition to knowledge of information and communication 

technology, understanding is also needed about it. The goal is that each individual, both 

teachers, and students, can take advantage of technological and information developments 

in an effective way wisely. If we do not apply knowledge of technological developments 

wisely it can affect its users.  

Improving the quality of education in Indonesia is complicated by the fact that not 

everyone is proficient with technology. As both a means and a source of learning for 
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students, the application of technology can facilitate the educational process. For 

government-issued laws and regulations regarding the use of technology in learning, 

education must evolve with the times and technology (Ferdiansyah et.al., 2022). 

Lapisa et.al. (2019) describes the implementation of ICTs in the learning process has 

not been optimal. This is due to instructors' lack of knowledge in the field of information 

and communication technology. Moreover, the absence of ICT infrastructure in schools 

retards the development of ICT-based learning models. To enable the creation of an ICT-

based learning model, it is necessary to implement extensive enhancements. There are 

several challenges of ICT as follows: 1) The emergence of various disturbances. When we 

have access to many sources on the internet to find the information we want to study, we 

can sometimes find ourselves accessing other unnecessary sources as well. 2) Growing a 

lazy mindset. The ease of access to all kinds of information that technology has brought to 

the education system has the risk of creating a lazy mindset in students. We do not go out 

of their class and are busy with their gadgets. While the real subject of their research lies 

out there, in the real world. If a student continues to use this method, they will have the 

mindset that they don't need to experience it firsthand to find what they need. They just 

need to use the internet to find the information they need. Whereas the truth experienced 

directly will give us much more information than using text as your source. 3) Requires 

expensive costs. If educational institutions want to keep updating their technology systems 

with the latest and better systems, the costs they need to spend are not small. This can also 

affect the cost of education. We can easily find many schools or colleges with high fees or 

even additional fees, to provide them with the latest technology for learning. Costs are 

getting higher because of the rapid growth of technology. We can easily discover new 

technologies every year and even every month. To keep technology in education going 

with rapid growth, more costs are needed. 4) Limitations of social interaction. Technology 

can reduce social interaction between students and teachers. Physical and social 

interactions are very important in forming social skills and communication skills. 5) 

Difficulty in understanding. Students can experience difficulty in understanding learning 

materials in digital form. Some students may require direct teaching from the teacher in 

overcoming these difficulties. 6) Dependence on technology. Too much dependence on 

technology in learning can make students lose the ability to solve problems and overcome 

challenges without the help of technology. 7) Distracts students. Technology is addicting 
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like alcohol, narcotics, and other crimes. Students may utilize online features other than 

learning. To use technology for learning, these issues must be addressed with defined rules. 

8) Can isolate students. Online and in-person interactions are different. When anonymous, 

people lose their filters on their speech and behavior. That's why classrooms need 

technology. It is not enough to teach students. Helps to cheat. Technology simplifies 

communication. Communication ease increases fraud risk. If the teacher doesn't control 

student computer use, one group email can share exam or test answers. Giving separate 

tasks solves this issue. Thinking instead of memorizing lowers cheating. 

The application of ICT in the field of education in Indonesia is still in its early stages 

and still is not fully utilized. (Pruwodidodo et.al., 2023) states that barriers and problems 

in the application of ICT in education are partly due to the uneven distribution of 

infrastructure that supports the application of technology across schools in Indonesia and 

the unpreparedness of Human Resources (HR) in supporting the application of ICT in 

schools. Not evenly distributed supporting infrastructure application of ICT in education, 

is an initial problem that must be resolved immediately by the parties' Authorities. This 

statement is similar to Sawitri et.al. (2019) that Indonesia is still using ICT in education at 

a low level). Constraints to ICT use in education include: If there is no infrastructure to 

enable the use of ICT in education, it will just be a fantasy. The parties' authority must 

address this issue promptly. Infrastructure is crucial for initial capital and ICT in education. 

Currently, only select people have ICT access. When the location has superior human 

resources. Unprepared source human resources to use ICT in learning must also be 

addressed. Unprepared. Habitual unfinished learning recognizes ICT's role in improving 

learning quality. Even though the facilities and equipment enable ICT, they are pleased 

with teacher-provided material and don't wish to seek the Internet for further knowledge. 

The schools or institutions involved in ICT-based education must increase the use of 

ICT for learning, requires a strong commitment of teachers, and strong schools, which can 

be seen from infrastructure support, learning support content, accelerated mastery support 

ICT among educators, and support administrative staff of the school (Khotimah et.al., 

2019). Need supporting infrastructure such as ICT-based education center division, either 

at the provincial, district and also the level administrator at school, for Organize system 

implementation ICT-based education. The increasing need to share information and 

knowledge by utilizing ICT, as well as the development of the internet, eliminates regional 
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and time boundaries for communication and access to information (Ali, 2017). The 

conditions above require the enactment of policies in the ICT field. 

Currently, setting up all education systems aimed at maximizing the capabilities of 

the millennial generation cannot be separated from the equipment latest technology (Akbar 

& Noviani, 2019). Therefore the solution in the field of education related to challenges in 

the era of the industrial revolution 4 will always be related to the resource readiness of 

human beings and infrastructure as users of ICT. Likewise in learning, involving, and 

effectively teaching millennial students To be effective, the school system must be 

equipped with the necessary human resource requirements and have the ability related to 

the use of technological equipment. That ability is referred to as the ability to use ICT to 

be able to accompany and teach students by utilizing ICT. Having ICT skills must also be 

accompanied by the understanding that ICT is to be utilized in obtaining learning outcomes 

positive. 

 Various opportunities are available for teachers to be able to utilize ICT in learning 

activities (Siahaan, 2015). The problem is how far each teacher responds to the 

opportunities that exist, whether to seize the opportunities that exist and then take 

advantage of them or let those opportunities be missed in vain. When the teacher does 

nothing and lets the opportunities pass, this indicates that there are obstacles/obstacles 

faced by the teacher. While, (Bingimlas, 2009) identifies that obstacles/barriers can occur 

at (1) the teacher's level, and (2) the institutional or school level where the teacher carries 

out his duties. It was further stated that the obstacles/obstacles that will be described below 

may occur, both at the teacher level and at the school level. The constraints/obstacles 

referred to above include (1) limitations in the field of access, (2) reluctance/refusal 

(resistance) to make changes in carrying out learning activities, (3) limited time available 

to make various preparations for the use of ICT for learning activities, (4) limitations in 

terms of self-potential development through training in the field of using ICT for learning, 

and (5) limitations in technical support in terms of using ICT. 

Pruwodidodo et.al. (2023) state the barriers and problems in the application of ICT 

in education such as in language teaching are partly due to the uneven distribution of 

infrastructure that supports the application of technology across schools in Indonesia and 

the unpreparedness of Human Resources (HR) in supporting the application of ICT in 

schools. Not evenly distributed supporting infrastructure application of ICT in education, 
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is an initial problem that must be resolved immediately by the parties' Authorities. While 

Marwa & Andriani (2023) describe the obstacles and challenges from the use of ICT faced 

by teachers in this study were the problems of availability of facilities, time, leadership 

support, and lack of ability to use ICT tools. This problem occurs because of the lack of 

access to ICT in schools, lack of support from school leaders, inadequate teaching time 

when using ICT to achieve teaching and learning goals, and ICT devices in schools that 

are left for granted and rarely used by teachers. Constraints like this can be related to what 

has been found by previous researchers several factors can affect the integration of ICT in 

classroom learning. The results of the study show that the main obstacle in the process of 

using ICT depends on the perception of the teacher as the party who uses ICT to change 

teaching and learning situations for the better. Opportunities for teachers to utilize ICT in 

learning activities are increasingly wide open, both in terms of the availability and 

affordability of ICT equipment procurement and increasing the potential of teachers in the 

field of using ICT in learning activities. Then, the obstacles/obstacles which are also 

challenges for teachers in the use of ICT for learning can be concluded to be those that 

come from within (internal) and from outside the teacher (external). 

 

Conclusion 

Educators have opportunities and challenges in adopting the use of ICT in the 

classroom. The analysis shows that the development of ICT requires educators both 

teachers and lecturers to adapt to the technology. Opportunities for teachers to use ICT in 

learning activities are expanding, both in terms of the accessibility and affordability of ICT 

apparatus acquisition and the expansion of teachers' potential in the field of ICT use in 

learning activities. The constraints/obstacles that also pose challenges for instructors in 

their use of ICT for learning can be categorized as internal and external. Improving the 

quality of education in Indonesia is complicated by the fact that not everyone is proficient 

with technology. As both a means and a source of learning for students, the application of 

technology can facilitate the educational process. For government-issued laws and 

regulations governing the use of technology in education, education must evolve with the 

times and technology. 
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Abstract: Proverb is one of the oldest literary works in the world. Proverb contains 

messages, values, morals, and advice that can give meaning to life. Many students have 

difficulty understanding the meaning of a proverb, so the teacher needs to provide 

appropriate teaching regarding the meaning conveyed in a proverb. This study aims to 

analyze students' difficulties in understanding the meaning of English proverbs when 

studying English literature. The method used in this research is qualitative through a 

descriptive approach. Participants in this study consisted of 35 students who studied 

English proverbs in English literature class. Data were obtained through documentation, 

observation, and interviews regarding the difficulty in understanding the meaning of 

English proverbs. Data were analyzed through data reduction, data display, and conclusion. 

The results of the study show that students are still confused about explaining the implied 

meaning of a proverb. This is because knowledge about the pragmatic meaning and 

sociolinguistic meaning of figurative sentences is still low, so the teacher needs to explain 

in detail the implied meaning of a proverb. Then, so that students can better get the message 

conveyed, the teacher asks students to provide examples of these proverbs in everyday life 

so that the value or advice from a proverb can be used as knowledge in living life. 

Keywords: English proverb, difficulty. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

When learning new language, the learning will explore various aspects of the language 

starting from the four basic expertise in speaking, listening, reading, and writing to the 

cultural elements that affect the emergence of the language. Through language learning 

someone will be able to continue to try to improve how the language arises into an 

inseparable part of everyday life. Learning language means that it will also learn the 

elements of the language (Prayudha & Pradana, 2023). In this study foreign language 

learning, namely English is the main discussion to be studied more deeply. Furthermore, 

now English is not just learned for academic purposes, for example at school or in college, 

but rather its broader use provides a better opportunity to develop the ability to 

communicate to establish relationships globally. Many things are encountered using 
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English, for example when we play social media, using a technology, instructions of a 

product or ad to the bulletin board that sometimes tucked words or sentences using English 

(Prayudha & Solihah, 2023). This will provide an opportunity for everyone to be 

accustomed to dealing with English so that its use and use in daily life will have an impact 

on the daily course of the individual. Furthermore, when someone is faced in a situation 

where there are English words or sentences it is necessary to be able to understand its 

meaning so that it will not be wrong in understanding and interpreting the message 

conveyed. Here, it is necessary to have a good language understanding ability so that 

individuals can easily carry out the contents of the message conveyed. Having the ability 

to understand and master foreign languages is very necessary at this time because it will be 

easier to help carry out daily activities even though English as a foreign language but its 

existence is often found at any time so students really need to be given understanding and 

mastery of English in school or outside school. Liando et al (2022) explained that learning 

English is a necessity considering that international relations have no restrictions. 

Therefore it is necessary to be able to build good international language competencies 

among young people. For the academic level students should be encouraged more 

intensively by providing a good exposure and explanation of English material. Where as it 

is known that schools are the main educational institutions that provide knowledge after 

the family. School is a place to produce young people with a variety of expertise, abilities 

and good competencies in order to produce quality leaders in the future. Here, teachers at 

school should be able to make students feel like learning English as an international 

language. There is a need for changes in providing good teaching to be able to encourage 

students to be actively involved in teaching and learning activities. 

One subject that can help students to improve English language skills is English 

education, besides that there are also subjects in English literature that can provide 

knowledge and information to students about literary works in English. In this study the 

researcher focused on learning English literature on English proverbs material. Proverbs is 

one of the oldest types of literary works in the world. Proverbs is a literary work that has 

messages, values and advice contained therein, or also Proverbs has the meaning to criticize 

something. Almost all over the world has its own proverbs, for example in Indonesia there 

is a proverbs that sound  “air tenang menghanyutkan”, Or there are also proverbs in English 

that sound “better safe than sorry”. Each of these proverbs has its own meaning and 
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meaning that can be understood and taken wisdom. In addition, there are also proverbs who 

have the same meaning both in Indonesian and in English, for example “buah jatuh tak 

jauh dari pohonya” where in English it is called “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree”. 

Both of these proverbs even though they come from two different languages and cultures 

but have the same meaning where the real meaning is an attitude or character of a child 

will not be far from the nature or character of his parents. From these two examples of 

proverbs can teach students about the values and messages conveyed as a form of advice 

and suggestions for something. Proverb is one of the cultural elements in language games 

so that when learning new language it will also learn its culture (Suchona & Shorna, 2019). 

In Connected with English Literature Study Students will learn various types of proverbs 

in English. By studying this material explains and provides an understanding of the culture 

delivered in English so that students will learn and compare the meaning contained in the 

proverbs. 

 However, in fact in the learning process there are still many students who have 

difficulty understanding the meaning, meaning and purpose of English proverb which 

causes students to not be able to maximize understanding of the meaning conveyed, causing 

students to improve the ability to speak English on the material proverbs. Therefore, the 

purpose of this study is to analyze the difficulties faced by students in understanding the 

meaning of English proverbs learning. 

 

METHOD  

The Current Study uses a qualitative method to get information about the difficulties faced 

by students when studying English Proverbs. Qualitative research is one type of research 

that can review data in the form of opinions, perspectives or opinions about the object being 

studied (Cresswell, 2013). Where in this study students' opinions in the form of difficulties 

faced in proverb learning become the main data in the study. In addition, according to 

Prayudha (2023) In qualitative research the implementation procedure in the form of a 

picture or real condition during the study can be used as research data, where all existing 

activities are displayed decise to inform the reader about the real situation. Furthermore, to 

make it easier to understand the data obtained by researchers using a descriptive approach 

in presenting data. Descriptive approach is one way to describe the findings in the form of 

deep, clear, and real situation found in the field. Sugiyono (2014) Explain that the 
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descriptive approach is a way of conveying findings by explaining clearly and without 

engineering. Thus, this research analyzes student opinions on the difficulties encountered 

when studying English Proverbs. 

Furthermore, this research was conducted for one month when students study 

material about proverb in English literary choice subjects. Participants in this study 

consisted of 35 students who studied English. Then, the data is obtained through learning 

observation, activity documentation and observations of several students related to the 

difficulties faced while learning English Proverbs. Observation activities carried out when 

learning English Proverb are related to the situation, conditions, students' understanding of 

understanding the material, and the learning atmosphere. Interviews were conducted semi 

-structured related to the understanding of English Proverbs material. Then, the analysis 

data through the stages at proposed by Miles, Huberman, & Saldana (2013), they are; data 

reduction, data display, and conclusion.      

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Learning English Literature at school is one of the chosen subjects taken by students at 

SMAN 02 Bengkulu City. This course studies various literary works in English. One of the 

material learned by students is about English Proverbs. Proverbs is one of the oldest literary 

works that contain values, advice and meaningful messages so that they can be used as 

criticism of something. Language explains how values and norms apply to an area (Moran, 

2001). In proverb learning students will learn from figurative words, sentence structure to 

the implicit meaning in the sentence. Research was conducted for one month by observing 

and interviewing students when studying the material proverbs. From the observations it 

was found that this material was one of the fun materials to be studied. Students tend to be 

enthusiastic about listening or learning about proverbs in English. Where students' curiosity 

is so great when given a proverb in English. There is an agenda to spread understanding 

related to procedures, habits of learning foreign languages and cultures so it is necessary 

to filter material that is appropriate for learning material (Tajeddin, & Teimournezhad, 

2015). Proverbs learning makes students so eager to be seen from the learning process 

given by students always ask questions and think so hard and critically to find answers to 

what is meant by a proverb. In addition, students are also able to be actively involved in 

implementing learning this can be seen from when the teacher tells students to read and 
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answer the proverb students are enthusiastic about giving their opinion to the meaning 

contained. In addition, when giving the meaning contained in the Proverb the teacher asks 

students to link into the example of daily life so that the meaning conveyed can be linked 

to real life. 

However, the learning that went very enthusiastically turned out to only make 

students feel curious about the intention of the proverbs, while the understanding of 

students in understanding the meaning of Proverbs is very lacking. There are still many 

students who guess or guess the meaning of a proverbs incorrectly. Then, students are also 

still a lot of confusion in getting the intrinsic meaning of a proverb so it is necessary for 

teachers to help students get the actual meaning. This event certainly will not have a good 

impact on students' understanding of English Proverbs because students will have difficulty 

if they meet with new proverbs and there are no teachers who explain the meaning. Things 

like this need to be anticipated by the teacher by emphasizing meaningful learning about 

Proverbs. The teacher can explain the elements, structure and pattern of figurative 

sentences so that students are able to understand the true meaning in interpreting a proverb 

so that students not only guess the meaning but are able to get the true meaning of the 

proverb. The teacher is also very necessary to give a clear picture of the meaning of the 

proverb and ask students to associate this meaning by giving concrete examples in 

everyday life so that students will continue to remember and understand when the proverb 

can be used in everyday life. The teacher must be able to provide a clear explanation so 

that students do not have different interpretations (Prayudha, 2023). It is very necessary for 

English teachers to be able to design a comfortable and pleasant learning atmosphere when 

giving material proverb because when studying this material not only gives a statement 

about proverb but must also be able to interpret the message or advice in the proverb so 

that it can be understood and used in the situation or the right moment for students. 

There are several difficulties faced by students when understanding the meaning of 

proverb directly, including; Lack of understanding of the meaning of figurative or 

pragmatic meaning and the meaning of sociolinguistic that makes it difficult for students 

to understand the meaning of the use of the word proverb, whereas when learning language 

in a proverb there will certainly be a word game that gives beauty in delivering a message. 

Furthermore, the lack of understanding vocabulary also makes it difficult for students to 

get the meaning of a proverbs, even though they understand in translating words for word 
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but will have difficulty understanding the words connected into a sentence, therefore the 

teacher's role in giving instructions and clear explanations makes it a point important in 

learning. The task of the teacher is clearly explained about what is meant by a proverb and 

then asks students to link to concrete examples in everyday life. 

 

 

Figure 1. Proverb learning through the use of Kahoot. 

The picture above illustrates proverb learning using the Kahoot application where 

students feel very enthusiastic about carrying out and following learning in a fun way. 

Proverbs learning makes students feel curious about the meaning and meaning of a proverb 

so that students' attention when the teacher explains the purpose of a proverb becomes 

greatly increased, especially when the teacher asks students to link with daily examples to 

make students feel very active in conveying their opinions. However, as it has been 

mentioned that students have a very low understanding if asked to provide opinions related 

to the meaning of proverbs without help and explanation from the teacher. When students 

have limitations in understanding something maaka the teacher needs to guide and make a 

clear explanation (Zubaidi et al., 2021). This has a very bad impact for students' knowledge 

in understanding proverbs so that teachers must find the right ways or methods so that 

students have good competence in understanding the true meaning of proverbs. The teacher 

has a great responsibility to form interesting and fun teaching so that students can wisely 

in understanding the meaning of a proverb. 

Furthermore, to get student opinions related to the difficulties faced when 

understanding the meaning of English proverb, interviews have been held with several 

students. Interviews are carried out semi -structured and as for the results of the following 

interviews: 
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How do you feel when learning English proverbs?  

"When I studied English Proverbs, I felt very curious about the meaning and 

meaning contained in the proverb. In addition, I feel curious whether there is a 

proverb that is the same between Indonesia and in English. When learning takes 

place, I feel very happy, it turns out that understanding proverb from abroad 

can also add to my insight about understanding moral messages, advice and 

values contained in the proverb so that I become more understanding and have 

broader knowledge knowledge ". 

 

Do you find difficulties in understanding English Proverbs? 

"Yes, when I understand an English proverb sometimes I am confused to 

interpret the truth/intrinsic meaning. I am used to understanding word for word 

so that the meaning I understand is only the meaning of semantics. In addition, 

the use of figurative words also makes it difficult for me to get the true meaning 

and I need to ask questions and wait for an explanation from the teacher in 

order to understand the meaning of proverbs clearer ". 

 

How do you understand the intrinsic meaning of a proverb? 

"Usually when the teacher tells to understand the meaning of a proverb I 

translate word for word and associate it into a complex sentence and draw 

conclusions in its meaning. I am accustomed to understanding the meaning of 

an English proverb through the meaning of words and that is true, but if the 

proverb uses figurative words it takes my time to digest its intrinsic meaning 

and sometimes waiting for an explanation from the teacher to be more clearly 

understanding the meaning ". 

 

In your opinion, how should you learn English Proverbs to make it easier 

to understand it? 

"Actually learning English taught in class is very fun. The teacher uses a fun 

way and is able to make me feel more motivated to participate in learning in 

the classroom. In addition, some learning activities are also very fun starting 

from guessing meaning, guessing gestures and so on. However, my 
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understanding of the meaning of pragmatic and sociituistic meaning is still very 

lacking so that it has not been able to maximally get the true meaning of the 

proverb. " 

From the results of the interview it can be concluded that there are still many 

students who tend to find it difficult to understand the meaning of English proverb based 

on the actual meaning, because almost most English proverbs using figurative words that 

really need to have a deeper understanding to get the actual meaning. In addition, the 

language of a proverbs is also sometimes influenced by the situation, time and environment 

of the conversation so that students sometimes have not yet maximally understand the 

meaning of pragmatic and sociolinguistic. Here, teachers need to encourage students to get 

used to listening and understanding English proverbs to get used to and can use it in the 

right situation in everyday life.  

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

English Proverbs is one of the studies learned in English literature subjects. Understanding 

the meaning of English proverb requires hard effort because sometimes using figurative 

words that cannot be interpreted only with words and therefore it is necessary for teachers 

to provide a good and clear explanation related to the meaning and message conveyed from 

a proverb. In addition, English proverb learning also not only understands the meaning but 

students must be able to link the meaning of the proverbs with the experience or examples 

of daily life so that students are able to get a concrete example of the use of the proverb. 

However, in fact there are still many students who find it difficult to get an understanding 

of the meaning clearly from an English proverb. The difficulties that students face include 

the lack of understanding of pragmatic meanings and the meaning of sociolinguites of 

figurative sentences so that it is difficult for students to understand the meaning, values and 

advice of a proverb. However, to overcome this problem the teacher has a great role in 

explaining the intent and message conveyed by giving examples or parables so that students 

do not misinterpret in understanding the meaning of a proverb. Furthermore, researchers 

who are interested in the topic of this research can try to find the right method in providing 

teaching about proverb so that students can easily understand the meaning of proverb with 

fun and interesting learning.     
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Abstract: This study aims to find out the difference and the similarity vocabulary between 

Indonesia Language and Pattani Malay used by Thai students studying in Indonesia. This 

research method is descriptive qualitative. The source of research data is speech in the form 

of sentences or words spoken by Thai Students studying in Indonesia. This research data 

collection technique is a technique of listening to conversations, recordings, recordings, 

and interviews, most recently analyzing them. Data analysis techniques using contrastive 

analysis methods. The results of this study are three, first, the breadth of Indonesia 

Language is wider than Pattani Malay. Second, some words in Indonesian and Pattani 

Malay have the same meaning as the same voice and speech as vocabulary in both 

languages. Third, some Indonesian words and Pattani Malay language that have very 

different meanings although in terms of the same designation.  

Keywords: Indonesian, Pattani Malay language, broad of meaning, Thai students. 

 

Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui perbedaan dan persamaan kosakata 

antara bahasa Indonesia dan dalam bahasa Melayu Pattani yang digunakan oleh mahasiswa 

Thailand yang belajar di Indonesia. Metode penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif. 

Sumber data penelitian adalah tuturan-tuturan dalam bentuk kalimat atau kata-kata yang 

diujarkan oleh Mahasiswa Thailand Yang belajar di Indonesia. Teknik pengumpulan data 

penelitian ini adalah teknik simak percakapan, mencatat, rekam, dan wawancara, terakhir 

menganalisisnya. Teknik analisis data menggunakan metode analisis kontrastif. Hasil 

penelitian ini ada tiga, pertama, bahasa Indonesia yang lebih luas dari pada bahasa Melayu 

Pattani. Kedua, beberapa kata dalam bahasa Indonesia dan bahasa Melayu Pattani yang 

memiliki arti yang sama seperti suara dan ucapan yang sama dengan kosakata dalam kedua 

bahasa tersebut. Ketiga, beberapa kata bahasa Indonesia dan bahasa Melayu Pattani yang 

memiliki arti yang sangat berbeda walaupun dalam segi sebutannya sama. Kata kunci: 

bahasa Indonesia, bahasa melayu, keluasan makna, mahasiswa Thailand. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is a tool used for communication that is most important in everyday 

human life because language is a tool for communication between members of society. 

Language has different functions and every linguist has a different formula according to 

his explanation. Many linguists emphasize that the most important function is the function 

of interaction or communication. For humanity, language has always been a major role in 

communicating with fellow humans (Rahardi, 2009:6). 

The Function of language to communicate, namely language as tools related to 

humans, that formed a community or social system. The system of sound symbols used by 

humans to cooperate or connect. Even language is not the only human means of 

communication. It is also introduced as a means of communication such as codes, cues, 

sounds, and various symbols. All this will mean when it has been translated into the 

Language of the man himself (Kridalaksana, 1993: 1 as cited in Nasucha et al., 2010).  

One of the elements of Pattani Malay Language that contains differences as well as 

similarities with Indonesian elements is meaning. As for the Indonesian language and its 

meaning in Pattani Malay Language, here we need to researching together the extent of the 

differences, similarities, and breadth. 

This study focuses on the different meanings of Indonesian words and Pattani 

Malay language used by Thai students with a view to determine the breadth of the meaning 

of words in Indonesian language and the meaning of words in Pattani Malay language that 

are used by Thai students, so that Thailand students do not misunderstand the vocabulary 

of Indonesian language.  

Based on the reason, the researcher Focus on the breadth of meaning of Indonesian 

words and Malay words of Pattani Malay used by Thai Students to be the object of this 

research is because to avoid misinterpretation or understanding of this title, the researcher 

will explain the meaning of its meaning so that understanding and discussion can be 

directed in accordance with the objectives to be achieved. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

A language is a communication tool used by humans for communication and 

interaction. Through Bahasa also, the culture of a nation can be formed and developed to 

be passed on to future generations. Communication through this Language allows everyone 
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to adjust to the physical environment and social environment. This allows everyone to learn 

their own customs, customs, cultures, and backgrounds.  

Language is a tool to communicate between two people, language is like ideas, 

emotions, and desires that can produce symbols. According to Verderber (1999, p. 52), 

Language is a body of words and systems to use in communicating for the community in 

its community.  

Furthermore, according to Richards and Platt (1992, p. 196) said that the human 

communication system consisting of symbols, then Language is a human communication 

system that becomes something special to him. And the language used by humans is 

sometimes used in certain countries, sometimes the language is only used by some 

populations of a country (as cited in Putri, 2014).  

According to Keraf  (2004) Language is a communication system that uses phonetic 

symbols, which can be strengthened arbitrarily through concrete actions. It is something 

that can be perceived through the five senses, so language includes two aspects, namely 

the sound produced by the human vocal apparatus, and the meaning is the relationship 

between vowel sequences and objects. That is, the sound is a human vibrating hearing aid 

that simulates vibration, and its content is enclosed in a stream of sound that causes others 

to react or react. 

In Semantic, the meaning of sense different from meaning. Sense is the connection 

that exists in the elements of language itself (especially the word) while meaning is the 

meaning of a word as a related element (Lyons, 1977: 204 as cited in Hildayani, 2019).  

To argue that studying the meaning of a word is to understand the science related 

to the relationship of meaning that makes a word different from other words.  

In the Meaning Ogden and Richards, 1972:186-187 (as cited in Prayana, 2019), 

there are no less than 22 limitations on meaning. For laypeople, not understanding the 

meaning of a particular word can be found in the dictionary the meaning of which is called 

lexical meaning. In everyday life, people have difficulty in applying the meaning contained 

in the dictionary, because the meaning of a word often shifts when in a sentence. In other 

words, every word sometimes has a broad meaning. That is why sometimes people are not 

satisfied with the meaning of the word written in the dictionary. It arises when people 

discover idioms, language styles, metaphors, proverbs, and expressions.  



S.A. Sama-ae / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 40-56 

 DOI: https://doi.org/10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4151 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

43 

 

Saussure says the meaning or concept contained in linguistic signs. The linguistic 

sign is likened to identity with the word or lexeme, meaning that the meaning is the 

understanding or concept possessed by each word, so the linguistic sign itself is a concept 

owned by each morpheme, both called basically morpheme and morpheme affixes (Chaer, 

2007: 287 as cited in Rahayu, 2017).  

The Breadth of Meaning is inclined to the individual to report meaning from a 

variety of different sources. According to Ebersole (as cited in Rekert, Chamberlain and 

Halama, 2000) defines that in general individuals have meaning from a variety of sources, 

and only a few individuals have only a single source of meaning. So that the individual will 

experience the meaning of several different sources, the more sources of meaning he has. 

 The breadth of meaning is the expanded meaning or meaning contained in a word 

wider than expected. A similar meaning explains that the broad meaning of the meaning is 

expanded or the broader meaning of the central meaning (Djajasudarma, 1993: 8 and 

Kridalaksana 1993: 133 as cited in Bromanggara, 2016). 

Indonesian existed since before independence which still uses Malay dialect or can 

be called Malay language. So that on October 28, 1928, in the progress of youth attended 

by various regional activists in Indonesia, Indonesia promised the Youth Pledge as the 

language of unity and national language, so the Malay language was changed to Bahasa 

Indonesia. Recognition of Indonesia as the language of unity in the form of the most 

important event in this struggle (Nasucha et al., 2010). 

The Malay dialect is the resident in the Pattani area, the Malay dialect or what can 

be called the Pattani Malay language which was once the mother tongue dialect in the five 

areas of the previous Pattani sultanate. Malays are a minority nation in Thailand (Paitoon, 

2005: 53 as cited in Jehwae, 2019). 

According to Ruslan  (2005: 5),What is meant by the Malay language in this study 

is the Malay dialect in Thailand. The Malay language is the largest dialect in Thailand and 

one of the dialects that developed in the archipelago. The Pattani Malay dialect is a 

language spoken by the Malay community four regions are living in Thailand, namely in 

the areas of Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala, and Songkhla. So the Malay dialect is the most 

important means of communication in daily activities as well as in certain ceremonies 

(Ruslan, 2005: 5 as cited in Jehwae, 2019).  
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Pattani Malay language is a language that was uttered by residents in southern 

Thailand. In general, the people of the Pattani region use the Malay dialect of Pattani. The 

dialect is a means of communication in daily association and in traditional ceremonies. 

Based on this, it can be said that Language is very important to use in daily activities as a 

means of communication and at the same time become a nation and state.  

Formerly in Pattani as an independent and sovereign state-owned by the sultanate 

itself, the population of Islam and Malay language. Malay was used as the intermediary 

language of the Srivijaya Kingdom, namely as the official language of the great kingdoms 

and their colonies, including Sumatra, Java, the Malay Peninsula, Segenting Kera, and Sri 

Lanka (Pattani).  

Currently, Malay is no longer the official language of the Pattani people, although 

it is still used by the community so that the Pattani people now use Malay as a means of 

communication because they do not understand the actual Malay grammar (Samaae, 2019). 

In this research, there are some relevant studies. First, research by Christine (2014), 

found this study hides similarities and differences with the research that researchers will 

do. The similarity in this study is to analyze and describe the variation in the breadth of 

meaning, while the difference is that this study determines the words used by Thai students, 

there are Indonesian words whose meaning is wider than Pattani Malay language, but 

research Christine (2014), discusses the function of findings that combine the most 

important to be presented in T 2 manifested from KMI variations in the form of reduction 

and addition of elements of interpersonal meaning. In the entire clause, T2 increases the 

variation in the breadth of its meaning. And the influence of KMI variations and factors 

that cause KMI to match the meaning of the translation text.  

The second, researched by Asruddin (2015), found this study hides similarities and 

differences with the research that researchers will do. The similarities in this study are both 

describing how the variety of meanings, while the difference is that this research focuses 

on the breadth of meaning in Pattani Malay language spoken by Thai Students, in the form 

of the same words but the meaning is wider than the Pattani Malay language. Meanwhile, 

Asruddin (2015), discussed the purpose of describing how the wide variation of 

interpersonal meanings in the text of Laskar Pelangi Bahasa Indonesia, English, and Malay 

Language. The difference of this research with the previous research above is focusing on 

the breadth of the meaning of the words in Indonesian language that are different from the 
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meaning of words in Pattani Malay language as well as the determines the breadth of 

meaning in Indonesian language that is different from the meaning of words in Pattani 

Malay language delivered by Thai Students. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

In this study, the research method used is qualitative descriptive research. The data 

analyzed is not a quantitative method (numbers) but in the form of words. The qualitative 

method is a research method that is solely based on existing facts or phenomena that are 

empirically live on speakers so that it is produced or recorded in the form of data that is 

what it is (Sudaryanto, 1993: 62). 

The subject of this study was a Thai student studying in Indonesia there were 10 

people namely Anisah, Adeela, Aisyah, Baiyeenah, Maiyeenah, Siti Hawa, Nur-Aina, 

Khoreeyoh, Hayatee, and Latifah. So, the object of this research is a that aims to describe 

the meaning of words in Indonesia language that are different from the meaning of words 

in Pattani Malay language and determine the breadth of the meaning of words in Indonesian 

and meanings in Pattani Malay language achieved by Thai students. Whatever the data of 

this study were obtained from utterances in the form of words of differences in meaning, 

and words uttered by Thai Students. 

The data used in this study are oral. The oral data is in the form of utterances in the 

form of sentences or words of differences in the meaning and breadth of the meanings of 

the words uttered by Thai students. While the data source of this research is information. 

The informants defined in this study were Thai students whose native speakers were Pattani 

Malay. 

There were several places taken as research location based on the location of each 

Thai Students who studies in Indonesia. They were Jombang, Kediri, Tulungagung, 

Jember, Aceh, some places in East and West Java, and etc. 

That research is the most important instrument for collecting data and interpreting 

data in qualitative research. Data collection techniques are one of the most important steps 

in research because the main purpose of this research is to get data (Chrisaningsih, 2007: 

89 as cited in Nurlaela, 2018).  

An interview is a technique of collecting data that is carried out directly and 

indirectly between the interviewer and the source. To improve the data, the information 
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obtained from the interview results in this study the researcher uses recordings well, and 

the researcher has evidence after conducting interviews with the informants or to the data 

source. The tools that assist researchers in collecting data are (1) taking note; serves to take 

notes of all conversations of Thai students. (2) tape recorder; serves to record all 

conversations of Thai students. 

In this study, researchers interviewed Thai Students they are 10 people namely 

Anisah, Adeela, Aisyah, Baiyeenah, Maiyeenah, Siti Hawa, Nur-Aina, Khoreeyoh, 

Hayatee, and Latifah used the Pattani Malay language in communicating. Finally, the 

results of the interview were recorded immediately after interviewing so that they would 

not be forgotten or lost. As well as various data sources that the researchers noted, which 

data were grouped the most important and which ones were not important so that the data 

was valid. 

Recording technique is a data collection technique used by recording the 

conversations of interviewees, the most common relationship with the problem studied. 

Considerations This recording technique is used with data studied in the form of oral data. 

This technique is done by planning, systematically or immediately. Then after recording 

the researcher identified data that differences in meaning and breadth of the meaning of 

Indonesian words with Pattani Malay language spoken by Thai students, I asked them to 

record a voice with a free topic after which I asked them to send the results to the researcher. 

The listening technique is a technique that is done by listening to the use of 

language(Sudaryanto, 1993: 133). The data collection technique used is in the form of a 

listening technique, free to speak competently. And in this technique, the researcher is not 

involved in the conversation. The research only pays attention to the conversations of Thai 

Students, every word in the conversation is always considered, then the words that contain 

differences in meaning and breadth of meaning are noted. 

Triangulation is the source used to test the credibility of the data by checking the 

data that has been obtained through several sources. Technique triangulation to test the 

credibility of the data is done by checking data with the same source with different 

techniques. Time triangulation can be done by checking through interviews, observation, 

and other techniques in different times or situations.  

This study uses documentation or data triangulation. Data triangulation was used to 

test the validity of the data found. Researchers tested the validity of the data in the form of 
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words spoken by Thai students. Data that has been tested for validity will be analyzed using 

equivalent and contrastive techniques so that the data collected can be classified based on 

the principle of differences in the meaning of words spoken by Thai students. 

Data analysis begins when collecting from interview results, listening, notes, 

photos, and so on. This data is very much with a lot of data for researcher to choose data 

that is very important or not important. This is done to focus on research. 

Recording technique is a data collection technique used by recording the 

conversations of interviewees, the most common relationship with the problem studied. 

Considerations This recording technique is used with data studied in the form of oral data. 

 This technique is done by planning, systematically or immediately. Then after 

recording the researchers identified data that differences in meaning and breadth of the 

meaning of Indonesian words with Pattani Malay language spoken by Thai students, I 

asked them to record a voice with a free topic after which I asked them to send the results 

to the researcher. 

Furthermore, the final stage is the analysis by drawing conclusions and verification 

of the information. For researchers looking for meaning in the collected data, then 

concluded to answer the problem formulation in the study. 

a. Data reduction: Data that has been collected in the data collection stage; needs to be 

processed again. Data processing aims to make the data simpler so that all the data that 

has been collected can be displayed in a well-organized way and then analyzed.  

b. Triangulation: Researcher collect data that at the same time tests the credibility of the 

data, namely checking the validity of data that utilizes something else in comparing the 

results of the interview.  

c. Display: Researcher present data by summarizing the data to make it easier to understand 

what is happening and plan the next work based on what has been experienced. 

The research procedure is carried out in stages by underlining the words that 

contain different meanings and the breadth of meaning, and then identifying based on the 

form of categories, differences, and the breadth of meaning.  

1. Description or orientation stage, at this stage, researchers describe what is seen, heard, 

and felt. The new researchers recorded a cursory account of the information is obtained.  

2. Reduction stage. At this stage, researchers reduce all information obtained in the first 

stage to focus on a particular problem.  
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3. Selection stage. At this stage, the researchers outlined the focus that has been applied to 

be more detailed then conduct an in-depth analysis of the focus of the problem. The 

result is a theme constructed based on data obtained into new knowledge, hypothesis, 

even theory. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

a. Table of the similarity of Indonesian language between Pattani Malay language. 

No  Word  Meanings  

1.   Anak (Children)  

  

A small human, Small trees 

that grow on earth  

2.   Bual (Brag)  talk or chat  

 

(1). Kata Anak (Children)  

In Indonesian and Pattani Malay, the word anak (child) means a small 

human being, a small animal and a mature tree that grows on earth. But Pattani 

Malay language refers more to humans who are still small or young and plants are 

still small. So, in both languages have similarities can be explained in the following 

sentence. 

Examples of Indonesian sentences 

Dia tidak memiliki anak. 

Examples of Pattani Malay sentences 

Sulit / Payoh bagi anok ayea nok menetas dari kulit telur tuh. (sulit bagi 

anok ayam untuk menetas dari kulit telur itu). 

From the example above can prove that in both languages have similarities 

in reading and writing. 

(2). Kata Bual (Brag) 

In Indonesian and Pattani Malay, the word bual (brag) means to talk and 

chat but Indonesian refers more to nonsense; claptrap (vanity) in both languages 

have the following similarities are examples of Indonesian sentences and Pattani 

Malay sentences. 

Examples of Indonesian sentences 
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Orang-orang yang membual tentang IQ nya adalah pecundang. 

Example of Pattani Malay sentence 

Mungkin dio pikhea kito hanyo bual sajo. (mungkin dia pikir kita hanya 

berbual saja). 

The above sentence, it is clear that the meaning of the sentence in 

Indonesian with the sentence in Malay Pattani, there is a point of similarity and also 

the point of the breadth of meaning. 

b. Table of the Differences in the meaning of words between Indonesian and Pattani 

Malay. 

No  Word  Meanings in Indonesian  Meanings in Pattani  

Malay  

1.  Kata Bingung  

(Confused)  

(1). lost sense (do not know 

what to do). Feeling nervous 

or unclear  

(1). Not smart   

(2). Don't know  

2.  Kata Bilang (Say)  (1). Count, say or speak  

(2). tell  

(1). Summing (2). Dividing  

(3). Reduce  

 

(1). Kata Bingung (Confused) 

In Indonesian, the word bingung (confused) is lost sense (do not know what 

to do) or 'feel less clear. The meaning for users of Pattani Malay language is to 

show the nature of 'stupid' not 'smart' in what is done, the word bingung (confused) 

in Pattani Malay is used with the word do not understand or not clear, the word 

confused only for people who are not smart and stupid only.  

Well, for Indonesian language users show the meaning of loss of reason (do 

not know what to do) nervousness, or 'feel less clear', 'less understand', therefore 

between the two speakers there is a difference in the same word and the same 

writing.  

In order to distinguish between Indonesian and Pattani Malay language 

spoken by Thai students, not to be bingung (confused) between the two language 

users, it is commonly explained in the context of Indonesian sentences and Pattani 

Malay language. 
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Example: Sentences in Indonesian 

1. San pergi ke perpustakaan san bingung mau membaca buku yang mana, karena 

ada bermacam-macam buku di sana.  

2. Kemarin aldi belajar bahasa Indonesia, dosen memberikan tugas tapi aldi 

bingung materi apa yang diberikan oleh dosennya.  

Example: Sentences in Pattani Malay 

1. Maring aldi belaja bahaso Indonesia, dan dosen wi tugah tapi aldi dok faham 

apo hok dosen wi tugah tuh. (kemarin aldi belajar bahasa Indonesia, dan dosen 

memberikan tugas tapi aldi tidak mengerti apa yang diberikan oleh dosennya).  

2. Kakku belaja bahaso Inggris; hasil belajanyo sangat rendah karena dok cerdas 

dale jawabannyo. (Kakakku belajar bahasa Inggris; hasil belajar sangat rendah 

karena kebingungan (tidak cerdas) dalam jawabannya). 

(2). Kata Bilang (Say) 

In Indonesian Language, the word bilang (said) is 'count: several times' 

'calculation' said'; 'say'; 'tell'; and 'counsel'. In the context of Indonesian society, the 

word says to convey a matter that informs or advises the person who wants to be 

conveyed. While the word bilang (said) spoken by Thai students has a difference 

in meaning with Indonesian. Any word used by Thai students is 'sum', divide and 

subtract. This word exists when summing or calculating things that are counted.  

So, it is clear that the words spoken by Thai students there are points of 

difference in meaning, namely; 'sum', reduce', for Indonesian users the word says it 

has the meaning of saying'; and 'tell'. This is between Indonesian and Pattani Malay 

users. 

Example: Sentences in Indonesian  

1. Setiap minggu kamu selalu bilang akan mengalahkanku.  

2. Jonh bilang dia tidak ingin belajar bahasa Perancis.  

Example: Sentences in Pattani Malay  

1. Fadil pero 20 eko lembu setiap hari yo bilang karena tako’ lembunyo hile. 

(fadil mempelihara 20 ekor sapi setiap hari dia bilang karena khawatir 

sapinya hilang).  
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2. Nurul adalah ore hok sangat kayo, setiap bule dio bilang duitnyo untuk taruh 

duit ke bank. (nurul ialah orang yang sanagat kaya, setiap bulan dia bilang 

uangnya untuk ditransfer ke bank). 

The example sentence above explains that the words used by Thai students 

with the words used by the Indonesian people are very different. Because the word 

said for Users of Malay Pattani means 'calculation' or 'sum', but for Indonesian 

language users have the meaning of "say' or 'tell' and so on, the same words of the 

same writing but have different meanings. 

c. Table of the breadth of the meaning of Indonesia words whose meaning is wider 

than Pattani Malay. 

No  Word  Meanings in broader 

Indonesian  

Meanings in Pattani  

Malay  

1.  Anak (Children)  (1). human being who is still a 

baby (2). Small trees that grow 

on earth  

(1). Slaves  

(2). Small children and 

plants that are smaller or 

smaller than others  

2.  Bisa (Can)  (1). Able to do something, as 

much as can be done   

(2). Wherever possible  

(1). poison  

  

(1). kata Anak (Children)  

In Indonesian Language, the word anak (child) means "second descendant'; 

' a child'; 'small trees that grow on the earth or large clumps of plants. While the 

word anok or budak (child) spoken by Thai students has the same meaning as the 

meaning in Indonesian according to the Great Dictionary of The Indonesian 

Language, referring to small children and plants that are smaller or smaller than 

others. But the narrowness of meaning, the word for Pattani Malay users is used 

when asking who they are children. (pointing out the question) and when the child 

is small only.  
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For users of Malay Pattani is used only for children who are "small and 

when asking for someone who wants to know their parents who and what is the 

name of their parents'. Thus, between Pattani Malay language users and Indonesian 

language users, there are similar meanings and mentions, but that becomes a 

narrowness of meaning in the word in Pattani Malay language. 

In order to get an idea between the use in Indonesian and the use in Pattani 

Malay, there are several examples of sentences written, so as not to confuse the two 

language users. 

Examples of sentences in Indonesian  

1. Lutfi bukan anaknya pak Hamdan melainkan cucunya.  

2. anak laki-laki itu berumur lima tahun.  

3. Setiap hari anak ayam selalu mengikuti ibunya untuk mencari makan. 

Examples of sentences in Pattani Malay  

1. Kau anok piyo dan siapo namo ayoh dan mekmu. (kamu anak siapa dan siapa 

nama ayah dan ibumu).  

2. Cek gu ngoyak wi tahu kata budok tuh omor yo 14 tahun, sudoh nakal (karu’) 

(guru memberi tahu bahwa anak itu umur dia 14 tahun, sudah nakal).  

3. Budok-budok zamea sekare gi sekolah, tapi dok masuk ke kelah, mereka selalu 

kumpul untuk merokok saloh satu penyebabnyo adalah tengok ayohnyo 

merokok). (Remaja zaman sekarang pergi sekolah, tapi tidak masuk ke kelas, 

mereka selalu kumpul untuk merokok salah satu menyebabnya adalah 

melihat ayahnya merokok). 

Some examples of the above sentences can prove that, the word child for 

Users Pattani Malay with Indonesian language users there is a narrow meaning and 

broad meaning. The broader meaning is in Indonesian refers to the meaning of 

'small children and plants or small parts of others'. A narrower meaning is the Malay 

meaning of Pattani using the word child only when small and when asking, other 

than that the word slave is used. The word anak (child) was replaced with the word 

slave when he was a teenager in his twenties, as exemplified in the sentence above. 

(2). Kata Bisa (Can) 

In Indonesian Language, the word bisa (can) be meaning 'able' or 'the power 

of what is done in something done', such as; a man who knows what he can do and 



S.A. Sama-ae / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 40-56 

 DOI: https://doi.org/10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4151 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

53 

 

who can solve problems or can walk smoothly for his work. While the word bisa 

(can) be understood by Thai students as 'poison' or wild animals such as snakes can 

cause injury, rot, or death of something alive. 

For the word can be spoken by Thai students, and spoken by Indonesian 

language users, so as not to confuse between Indonesian and Malay Pattani 

language, can be explained in the following sentence. 

Example: Sentences in Indonesian  

1. Aku pasti bisa mengalahkan dia di perlombaan kali ini.  

2. Saya bisa keliling dunia dalam waktu sebulan. 

Example: Sentences in Pattani Malay  

1. Binate lia biasonyo memiliki biso seperti ula, kalajengking, labo-labo, ikea 

buntal dan lainya. (binatang liar biasanya memiliki bisa seperti ular, 

kalengjengking, laba-laba, ikan buntal dan lainya).  

2. Bahayo kalajengking terletok pado bisanyo. (bahaya kalajengking terletak 

pada bisanya).  

3. Biso ula biso menyebabkea luko dan kematie. (bisa ular bisa menyebabkan 

luka dan kematian). 

Thus, the word can be in Indonesian the meaning is wider than the meaning 

in Malay Pattani, because in Indonesian it refers to the meaning of 'able' or 'power', 

but in Malay Pattani refers to the meaning of 'poison', therefore the word can be in 

Malay Pattani is narrower than the word can be in Indonesian.  

Ferdinand de Saussure (as cited in Chaer, 1994), he found that equations 

mean balance or correspond to the topic of this speaker, meaning by the similarity 

between vocabulary in Indonesian with vocabulary in Pattani Malay. When 

compared to other people's researchers. On the other hand, the differences and 

similarities of vocabulary Indonesian and Pattani Malay language are many users, 

most of whom are Pattani Malays. This will make Thai students accustomed to 

vocabulary Indonesian and expected to understand more about the meaning of 

Indonesian vocabulary Samaae, M.S. (2019). 

 Similar findings are also in line with the findings Duerawee (2019), which 

say that differences and vocabulary similarities in both languages (Indonesian-

Pattani Malay) are very beneficial for Thai students studying in Indonesia. Because 
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they can be creative in using the right words. And it is very important to know and 

the elements of meaning in the language and meaning of Indonesian in Pattani 

Malay. 

In light of these findings, it is advisable for Thai students to learn about 

Indonesian more deeply because so as not to misinterpret or misunderstand the 

meaning of Indonesian and often communicate with Indonesians to better 

understand the meaning of Indonesian. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The data or words in this study prove that, these words contain different 

meanings for Indonesian language users and Pattani Malay language users. There 

are 10 words found to have different meanings between Indonesian and Pattani 

Malay. such as words bilang (said), bingung (confused), bosan (bored), jemput 

(pick up), kira-kira (approximately), nakal (naughty), pusing (dizzy), sikat (brush), 

sulit (difficult), and waktu (time). The word is the same in writing and speaking, 

but the meaning is different.  

There's no such thing as the same meaning. Thus, the meaning of the word 

in Indonesian is said to be different from the Pattani Malay language when used or 

the dictionary description of the meaning is different. Indonesian words whose 

meanings are wider than Pattani Malay language there are eight words that found 

to some words such as the word anak (child), bisa (can), bual (brag), buruk (bad), 

celaka (woe), kepala (head), pukul (hit), and rapat (meeting). Some words do not 

have the same meaning, but the meaning is wider than the Pattani Malay. The 

Pattani Malay word contains only one meaning, not all meanings. therefore, it is 

said that Indonesian language is wider than Pattani Malay language.  

Similarity of meaning in Indonesian language and meaning in Pattani Malay 

language in the form of writing or reading there are 13 words such as word anak 

(children), bual (brag), buruk (bad), celaka (woe), kepala (head), rapat (meeting), 

angin (wind), buku (book), ingat (remember), kasar (rude), kereta (train), suka 

(likes), and surat (letter). So, there are a number of broader Indonesian words and 

there are also some broader Pattani Malay language words so it depends on the 

vocabulary to be a sentence.  
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By explaining the differences in the meaning of Thai students so more 

understand about the meaning of Indonesian vocabulary and no misinterpretation 

or understanding anymore. 

SUGGESTION 

The researcher is advised to for those interested in learning differences in 

meaning can use the method of reducing the meaning of using Pattani Malay language 

to narrow the word Indonesia or contain narrow meanings in Indonesian but contains 

a broad meaning in Pattani Malay. 

For further researchers is who are interested in researching the differences 

meaning is expected to study more sources or references related to the breadth of 

meaning in Indonesian and Pattani Malay language so that the results of the study can 

be better and more complete. 
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Abstract: In this study, researchers used a descriptive qualitative method to analyze data 

on rhetorical devices and how this was applied in the inauguration speech for the 2021 

United States president. This study used theory from Jones and Peccei (2004) and the CDA 

approach by Van Dijk at the microstructural level. This study aims to find out how the 

speaker conveys the implied meaning by using rhetorical devices and also to find out how 

this is constructed in this speech. After data collection, the data is identified and analyzed 

using rhetorical devices based on the theory of Jones and Peccei 2004 coupled with critical 

discourse analysis which is limited to the microstructural elements of Van Dijk's theory. 

The researcher found that the speaker used all kinds of rhetorical devices, except for 

euphemisms. Those rhetorical devices are metaphor, parallelism, the rule of three, and 

pronouns. There are 16 devices found in the data. Based on the findings, the most dominant 

is parallelism, this shows that speakers like to use similar structures in explaining and 

conveying the contents of speech without changing the context. In addition, it can be 

concluded that the use of rhetorical devices and critical discourse analysis approaches in 

delivering speeches can contribute to making speeches more interesting and memorable. 

Keywords: Rhetorical device, Microstructure, Joe Biden. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Language is the core to convey communication, a vehicle for transmitting messages, and a 

source of potential power (Salleh as cited in Nurkhamidah et al., 2021). Language is a 

powerful tool for expressing one's thoughts and ideas, both in spoken and written form. In 

political speech, language plays an important role because it builds, forms, and strengthens 

relationships, expresses ideas, as well as sells programs and policies. Because of it, 

language has become an important issue in politics (Ayeomoni & Akinkuolere as cited in 

Nurkhamidah et al., 2021). In politics, language is very important because most political 

activities are carried out through language. They use language for campaigns, 

presentations, inaugurations, and policy formulation ( David & Miracle as cited in 

Nurkhamidah et al., 2021). 
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Currently, rhetorics is a major concern because it is very important when presenting 

an argument. Abidin as cited in Ismawati, (2020) explains that rhetoric is a verbal 

communication skill, which is carried out by someone to several people directly face to 

face. Everyone takes advantage of this rhetoric in social life. In everyday life, people make 

use of this rhetoric spontaneously. The speaker does not need to choose language material, 

use reviews, and use a conceptualized speech style. To support the success of speaking the 

need for rhetorical means. The researcher can say that rhetoric is a technique of using 

language. This is the art or style of language that is persuasive, both in oratory and narrative 

communication. It has a doctrinal purpose for people to take action and agree with the 

speaker's argument. Nowadays, society needs leaders who can lead and have a good 

language style to influence people. For example Joe Biden the president of the United 

States has good speaking skills, he can invite people to listen to what he has to say by 

creating a good narrative, easy to understand and make sense. This is one of the reasons 

that leaders must create successful strengths in their leadership. King as cited in Hanafi, 

(2021) says that rhetoric is a persuasive art in language, which is very helpful in building 

an understanding of implied meaning. From this quote, it can be interpreted that rhetoric is 

a technique used by the language to persuade listeners to agree with an orator's argument. 

A persuasive language that influences listeners to believe an orator's concept will allow the 

orator to explain how an orator can do it, either through their speaking technique or the 

vocabulary that the orator can use when speaking. Therefore, an orator should consider 

using contextual words when speaking in front of an audience. 

The speech was mostly delivered in celebrating the victory. This is an excellent 

opportunity for the president to persuade and share ideology with the nation. Inaugural 

speeches have been recognized since the presidency of the United States (Shaw as cited in 

Nurkhamidah et al., 2021). The communication style used by the president in the inaugural 

address has shifted from time to time (Stuckey as cited in Nurkhamidah et al., 2021). The 

study of inaugural speeches is not a new trend. Many types of research in this field have 

been carried out. The interest to analyze the inauguration speech of the president of the 

United States of America increased because the statement of the president of the United 

States attracted the attention of other countries in the world. 

In this study, researchers explore the rhetorical devices illustrated by Jones and Peccei 

(2004). They provide theory in five types: metaphor, euphemism, rule of three, parallelism, 
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and pronouns. In this study, the researcher uses Van Dijk's critical discourse analysis 

approach at the microstructural level to support this research and also to further explain 

how rhetorical devices appear in speech. In addition to using the words produced by the 

speaker, researchers also need to know the concept of speech. Research uses this theory as 

the main analysis because this theory is shorter, but can cover all data. This study intends 

to get an in-depth explanation of how rhetorical devices are constructed in speech. 

Researchers realize that the study of rhetoric is very important to do. Knowledge of rhetoric 

will be useful for many aspects not only in social and political life but also in class 

interactions and professional careers. The results of this research are expected to provide 

insight to readers about how to effectively persuade, influence, or indoctrinate audiences 

to achieve certain goals and provide benefits to readers on how to use good rhetoric in 

public speeches. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

A. Rhetorics 

The word “rhetoric” which means public speaking developed from the ancient Greek 

word “rhetoric” ( Zheng Lingling  as cited in Li Fengjie, Ren Jia, 2016). In ancient times, 

rhetoric meant learning how to be a great speaker. Over time, the meaning has become 

diverse. Aristotle once described rhetoric in The Art of Rhetoric as "an instrument for 

exploring the full range of feasible ways of persuading the audience whatever their relation 

to the subject". 

Keraf as cited in Ismawati, (2020) argues that rhetoric is a traditional term that refers 

to the technique of using language as an art based on well-organized knowledge. So one 

needs to know two things in rhetoric, knowledge of the language and its proper use, and 

secondly knowledge of certain objects to be conveyed in that language. Therefore, those 

who wish to make the best possible use of language for a particular purpose must study 

rhetoric. There are educational centers that seek to develop rhetorical principles, as well as 

efforts to teach and practice these principles. Rhetoric is related to talking about the basics 

of conducting effective discourse. 

In general, rhetoric is defined as the art of speaking to be persuasive. Not only as a 

persuasive goal, but rhetoric can also make people interested in the topic presented, follow 

the speaker's way of thinking, and even do what the speaker expects. According to 
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Aristotle, a speaker must be able to combine ethos, pathos, and logos. Ethos is the 

honorable and trustworthy status a speaker should have. Pathos is the speaker's ability to 

touch the feelings, emotions, hopes, and thoughts of the audience. Finally, Logos is the 

speaker's ability to convince audiences by showing them concrete evidence or in other 

words what he says must be logical ( Golden et al., as cited in Syarif, 2015). Golden further 

explained that rhetoric is the study of how a public speaker can influence others to make 

decisions freely ( Golden et al., as cited in Syarif, 2015). 

From the opinions of several experts above, it can be concluded that rhetoric is the art 

of oral communication carried out by one person directly to many people face to face. 

Rhetoric also learns about language and its proper use, and secondly about certain objects 

that will be conveyed in good language. Rhetoric is also a language expression that has an 

aesthetic effect on everyday communication. Rhetoric is also the art or science of 

communicating when someone is speaking. 

B. Rhetorical Devices 

Jones and Peccei (2004) introduced a rhetorical set consisting of five sets used to 

describe the relationship between taste and power in giving a speech. They classified 

rhetorical devices into metaphors, euphemisms, the rule of three, parallelism, and 

pronouns. 

Metaphor 

Jones and Peccei (2004) explain that one of the challenges faced by politicians is that 

they often have to talk about abstract concepts more concretely so that they are easier to 

understand and avoid listener boredom. In situations like these, metaphors play an 

important role in how politicians deal with their audiences. Politicians need to know how 

to get the most out of a particular medium. Therefore, metaphors are often used in practice 

to influence the masses. 

Euphemism 

According to Jones and Peccei (2004), euphemism is the use of soft and polite 

language to soften the speaker's words. Euphemism is closely related to politeness to 

prevent inappropriate association and maintain a sense of the other person following the 

norms of social behavior. This type is usually used to talk about taboo things, such as the 

use of the words die instead of death or rather make love instead of sexual intercourse. 
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The Rule of Three  

Jones and Peccei (2004) say that the three-part statement is one of the most famously 

used in political rhetoric. This device is a very powerful concept that politicians use, even 

if they only have one argument. The rule of three can strengthen arguments, convince 

audiences, and make messages easier to memorize. From the statement expressed by an 

orator, this tool has an extraordinary contribution for the audience to believe the 

argumentation of an orator. 

Parallelism 

Parallelism is a device that expresses several ideas in a series of similar structures. 

Jones and Peccei (2004) mention a tool that expresses several ideas within a similar set of 

structures. These devices can serve to emphasize that ideas are equally important and can 

add a sense of symmetry and rhythm, which makes speeches more memorable, more 

engaging, and accessible for audiences to capture what the speaker means. 

Pronoun 

Jones and Peccei (2004) that political speakers use pronouns to refer to themselves or 

their audience, which can be an important part of the message. When this device is applied 

in communicating, especially when giving a speech, it shows the interaction between the 

listener and the speaker. And of course, the audience will feel what the speaker is saying 

and can take his position by using pronouns. 

C. Critical Discourse Analysis 

According to Van Djik (1996), critical discourse analysis focuses on the strengths and 

inequalities created by social phenomena. Thus, critical discourse analysis is used to 

analyze discourse on other disciplines in the fields of politics, race, gender, hegemony, 

culture, and social class. 

In analyzing social discourse and practice, critical discourse analysis provides an 

advantage over theory and method. As one of the pioneers of critical discourse analysis, 

Van Dijk focuses on linguistics and discourse analysis, then links language use with social 

practice. There are three ideological analyzes of Van Dijk's (1995) critical discourse 

analysis, social analysis, cognitive analysis, and discourse analysis. Van Dijk (2004) 

introduces socio-cognitive as a linguistic structural aspect covering text and its meaning 

which has the aim of analyzing discourse and social practice through communication and 

interaction. It contains macrostructure, microstructure, and superstructure. 
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Van Dijk's Micro Structure CDA 

According to Van Dijk (1993), the microstructure is related to the local meaning of 

discourse, taking into account semantic, syntactic, stylistic, and rhetorical aspects. This 

element helps researcher to investigate how to text or utterances are constructed by several 

smaller sentence elements, paragraph sequences, and reasoning, related to words, 

sentences, phrases, and also expressions. 

Graphic 

This element appears when the speaker wants to emphasize something in his argument. 

Every orator has a different way of showing what is emphasized in their speech. Eriyanto  

as cited in Hanim (2016) states that the use of bold, italic, underline, and capitalize on each 

word shows that the utterance is considered an important message from the speaker. Apart 

from these signs, the use of graphics, pictures, or tables also conveys the meaning of the 

speaker's message which is significant. Several sections are shown to inform all listeners 

of the importance of the message. 

Metaphor 

A metaphor is a form of expressing messages through figures of speech or expressions. 

This metaphor is intended as an ornament or spice of a story. The use of metaphor is also 

used as a guide to understanding the meaning of a text. The use of metaphors in a discourse 

can be in the form of expressions, proverbs, ancestral advice, ancient words, and even 

expressions taken from holy verses. This is used to reinforce the main message. ( Eriyanto  

as cited in Mukhlis et al., 2020).  

 

METHOD  

A. Research Design 

This study used a qualitative descriptive research design. To describe the rhetorical 

devices in Joe Biden's speech at the inauguration of the President of the United States in 

2021, the researcher used a qualitative descriptive study. Descriptive because this research 

described and how the rhetorical devices in Joe Biden's speech. Qualitative because this 

study aims to describe data in the form of statements in the text. According to ( Hancock 

as cited in Hanim, 2016) qualitative research is concerned with developing social 

phenomena to understand people in the world. So the researcher hopes to understand it in 

depth. The researcher analyzed data sources from speeches delivered by Joe Biden at the 
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inauguration of the 2021 President of the United States have been transcribed. To 

understand speech, the researcher described what and how rhetorical devices appear in Joe 

Biden's speech based on the theory of rhetorical devices by Jones and Peccei (2004) with 

the Critical Discourse Analysis approach by Teun A Van Dijk. 

B. Data Sources 

The data source for this research is Joe Biden's first speech when he was sworn in as 

the 46th President of the United States. The research data is in the form of Joe Biden's 

speech at the inauguration of the President of the United States on January 20, 2021. The 

informing transcript is taken from www.washingtonpost.com website. 

The researcher read the manuscript took from the www.washingtonpost.com website. In 

addition, the researcher prints data from the manuscript. Then, the researcher compared the 

script with the videos obtained from the https://youtu.be/LGukNIEIhTU (CCN YouTube 

channel). 

C. Research Procedure 

The first procedure that must be carried out in conducting analytical research is to 

determine objectives, researcher decide on specific goals to be achieved (Fraenkel et al, as 

cited in Widyawardani, 2016). The second procedure is to define terms. As in all research, 

readers are bound to experience considerable frustration except for important terms 

(Fraenkel et al, as cited in Widyawardani, 2016). The third is determining the unit of 

analysis. In this section, the researcher must decide what to analyze, whether words, 

sentences, phrases, or paintings (Fraenkel et al, as cited in Widyawardani, 2016). 

The researcher found the purpose of this research is to find out what rhetorical devices 

were used by Joe Biden in his speech at the inauguration of the President of the United 

States, and how the microstructure of rhetorical devices was applied in Joe Biden's speech 

at the inauguration of the President of the United States. The researcher also completed the 

next step, namely finding terms, and determining analysis. Finding terms helps researcher 

create guides that have an important role to help researcher classified data according to 

categories. Henceforth, the researcher also decided that he analyzed the sentences in the 

inauguration speech. The results of the analysis of the rhetorical devices used by Joe Biden 

during his inaugural speech in the next chapter. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/LGukNIEIhTU
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D. Technique of Data Collection 

Researcher took several steps in collecting data, there were 4 steps taken by researcher 

in collecting data. the first the researcher classified the main subject of the speech. 

Secondly, the researcher classified utterances related to rhetorical devices which are 

divided into five types such as metaphor, euphemism, rule of three, parallelism, and 

pronouns. Third, the researcher discussed how the main subject applies the concept of this 

rhetorical device related to the critical discourse analysis approach. And the last step is the 

researcher concluded the findings of facts related to the research problem. 

E. Technique of Data Analysis 

The researcher  uses several steps in analyzing data based on research questions. The 

first steps are classifying the data, after collected data from speech, the data analyzed. Then 

the researcher analyzed the data. The context of selected utterances in the speech of the 

orator contains rhetorical devices. The data determined based on the type of rhetorical 

device. In addition, the data classifed into metaphors, euphemisms, the rule of three, 

pronouns, and parallelism. This step used to answer the first research question. The second 

step is to describe the microstructural theory, after classifed the data used the theory of 

rhetorical devices, the researcher will continue to answer the second research question. 

Used Van Dijk's microstructural theory to analyzed the speech themes used by the orator. 

The results of the first research question help the researcher to interpreted the theme. 

Theme analysis makes it easy for the reader to understood the speech. And the third step is 

making conclusions, the researcher concluded the findings of this study with a clear 

explanation based on theory and based on the researcher's interpretation. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

This chapter presents the findings and discussion of the research steps that have been 

described previously. In this chapter, data analysis aims to answer the research questions 

that have been formulated in the previous chapter, which consists of two problem 

formulations. The first problem is what rhetorical device used by Joe Biden in his speech 

at the inauguration of the 2021 United States president, and the second problem is what the 

microstructure of the rhetorical device is applied in Joe Biden's speech at the inauguration 

of the United States president. 
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A. Findings  

1. Rhetorical Devices In Joe Biden Inauguration Speech 2021 

a. Metaphor 

Data Utterance Rhetorical devices 

 (2.1) “Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must not lead 

to disunion. 

Metaphor 

 

The word "Disagreement" in this speech means Americans who do not support Joe 

Biden or Americans who are against Joe Biden's victory. And the word "Disunion" in this 

speech means commotion or civil war in the country because of leaders who are unwanted 

or who are not in one party. As usual, in a country, there must be several groups or parties, 

here Joe Biden understands that not all citizens of the United States agree with Joe Biden 

becoming president, so Joe Biden reassures them with words like that. The speaker used a 

metaphor in that remark to express concern for the American people. Very good choice of 

words. Align with events that often occur, and do not seem excessive in conveying the 

message. 

b. Parallelism 

Data Utterance Rhetorical devices 

 (3.1) “We’ve learned again that democracy is precious. 

Democracy is fragile. At this hour, my friends, 

democracy has prevailed.”  

Parallelism 

 

 

The United States has had a change of president, so this discussion on democracy was 

delivered by Biden. The phrase "Democracy" will emphasize to the audience that 

democracy in America still exists. This sentence repeatedly shows that President Biden's 

victory was carried out democratically, by the people's choice, by the people's will to vote 

for Biden. This sentence is very interesting because it is also a way of expressing the 

attitude to the people that Joe Biden's victory was democratic, honest, and not fraudulent, 

even though not all Americans are supporters of Biden. 
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c. The Rule of Three 

Data Utterance Rhetorical devices 

 (11.1) “My whole soul was in it today. On this January day, 

my whole soul is in this: Bringing America together, 

uniting our people, uniting our nation. And I ask 

every American to join me in this cause.”  

The Rule of Three 

 

Based on the data above, the use of the rule of three is found in speech. Speakers use 

it to convey important messages in their speeches. When delivering a statement, President 

Biden, as the speaker, used high intonation and stressed it rhetorically. This indicates that 

the speaker is very confident in leading the United States. Here the speaker talks about the 

future of America, namely "Bringing America together, uniting our people, uniting our 

nation". He used it to emphasize to the people that President Biden will fight a division 

between brothers, giving the best for the unity of the United States of America. And of 

course this speech is used to indoctrinate the American people so that they support or escort 

President Biden in advancing the nation, because not all people know or support President 

Biden. 

d. Pronoun 

Data Utterance Rhetorical devices 

 (15.1) “This is our historic moment of crisis and 

challenge. And unity is the path forward. And we 

must meet this moment as the United States of 

America. If we do that, I guarantee you we will not 

fail. We have never, ever, ever, ever failed in 

America when we’ve acted together.”  

Pronoun 

 

The pronoun "we" has a meaning based on the speech above. The meaning of the 

pronoun “we” refers to all citizens of the United States of America. As previously 

explained, the pronoun "we" in the sentence above is the government and all American 

citizens which describes unity as the path that America must take. With unity and all 

American citizens doing that, America will never fail in advancing its nation, a prosperous 

nation, a developed nation and a peaceful nation. 
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2. Microstructure Of Rhetorical Devices In Joe Biden Inauguration Speech 2021 

a. Graphic 

Data Utterance Microstructure 

(17.1) “Here we stand across the Potomac from 

Arlington Cemetery, where heroes who gave the 

last full measure of devotion rest in eternal peace. 

And here we stand just days after a riotous mob 

thought they could use violence to silence the will 

of the people6, to stop the work of our democracy, 

to drive us from this sacred ground. It did not 

happen. It will never happen. Not today, not 

tomorrow, not ever. Not ever..”  

Graphic 

 

The researcher saw a live video of President Joe Biden's speech, and in this section, 

Biden uses high intonation and which indicates that Biden wants to convey to the audience 

that he is emphasizing something in the sentence. These expressions received reactions 

from the audience such as applause in terms of the audience's appreciation for President 

Biden. 

Data Utterance Microstructure 

(18 .1) “Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must not lead 

to disunion. And I pledge this to you: I will be a 

president for all Americans. All Americans. And I 

promise you I will fight as hard for those who did 

not support me as for those who did.”  

Graphic 

 

The researcher saw a live video of President Joe Biden's speech, and in this section, 

Biden used a low intonation and which indicated that President Biden created a serious 

atmosphere and conveyed an important message, these expressions made the audience 

listen to his speech seriously. 

a. Metaphor 

From these data, the researcher found that the speaker described an overview of the 

main important topics of Biden's speech. In this case, the researcher finds that one of the 
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rhetorical devices succeeds in providing an image that reflects the main purpose of the 

speech by showing a metaphorical expression in the word "Disagreement", his speech 

which says: “Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must not lead to disunion. And I pledge 

this to you: I will be a president for all Americans. All Americans. And I promise you I 

will fight as hard for those who did not support me as for those who did.” Biden took this 

phrase when he wanted to illustrate the purpose of his speech by sharing the story of  St. 

Augustine In this story, St. Augustine writes that a people is a multitude determined by the 

common object of their love. Defined by the comm on object of their love. What are the 

common objects that we as Americans like, that define us as Americans? I think we do. 

Opportunity, security, freedom, dignity, respect, honor and, yes, truth.The researcher saw 

a live video of President Joe Biden's speech, and in this section, Biden used a low intonation 

and which indicated that President Biden created a serious atmosphere and conveyed an 

important message, these expressions made the audience listen to his speech seriously. 

B. Discussion  

In this section, the researcher discusses data analysis to better understand how the 

results are expressed. Referring to the description of the data and the interpretation of the 

rhetorical devices found in the data above compared to Van Dijk's theory of social 

cognition, this research finds that the character of Joe Biden's speech uses rhetorical devices 

such as metaphors, parallelism, the rule of three and pronouns as a strategy to show that in 

his utterances contains power, ideology and can persuade the minds of the audience. The 

tools are used and supported together because the use of rhetorical devices by Jones and 

Peccei (2004) is connected with context and includes all data, they are used and supported 

together. 

As the theory suggests, the use of euphemism is one way President Biden demonstrates 

the government's idea of rhetorically using polite words. But researcher did not find these 

devices in the data. The use and selection of good words and delivery of speech are some 

data, so there is no need for a stage to replace them. President Biden is extraordinary in this 

context. Without using this device, he can convey the content of his speech. Besides 

euphemism, metaphor, parallelism, the rule of three and pronouns play an important role 

in conveying speech. 

The use of pronouns here such as I, You, and We helps President Biden demonstrate 

his strength, care, unity, and respect. It is also important to use and modify pronouns to 
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convince the audience which components are most important to consider as their beliefs. 

There are 4 pronouns found in the speech. Other rhetorical devices also appear in speech 

such as metaphor. There are 2 data included in the metaphor. It is also the case when the 

rule of three is applied in speech. There are 2 data from the the rule of three. Then, another 

rhetorical device is parallelism. There are 8 data from parallelism devices. This device is 

the most dominant used by the speaker when giving a speech. 

Overall discussion, the device is mainly used to attract people in increasing people's 

motivation to be influenced and believe in the speaker's idea. Thus, it also helps the speaker, 

to persuade and establish closer communication with other audiences in controlling the 

minds of the audience to agree with what he is saying and what he is trying to attract the 

masses. By using the theory of Jones and Peccei (2004), the researcher finds that this speech 

has the power to control the minds of the audience, building trust to agree with President 

Biden's statement. Van Dijk's microstructure also helps researcher to understand how 

rhetorical devices are built into speech and how rhetorical devices develop rhetorically by 

means of speakers persuading and influencing the audience. 

Microstructural analysis such as graphics shows that the use of different intonations 

has different reactions from the audience. Eriyanto (2001) states that in the form of speech, 

this expression can be formed from the intonation produced by the speaker which can 

indoctrinate them to concentrate more on which part is most important. This microstructure 

graph in spoken speech can be seen from the expression that the intonation can highlight 

the important message conveyed by the speaker. High intonation and giving strong 

emphasis on each rhetorical device reflects the strong argumentation of the speaker. This 

way attracts the audience and creates a reaction from them. Applause is one of the reactions 

from the audience. That is, the audience listens to his speech purposefully. Then, they 

respond if they agree with the statement that Biden made. As the speaker addressed this 

section of the speech, “Here we stand across the Potomac from Arlington Cemetery, where 

heroes who gave the last full measure of devotion rest in eternal peace. And here we stand 

just days after a riotous mob thought they could use violence to silence the will of the 

people6, to stop the work of our democracy, to drive us from this sacred ground. It did not 

happen. It will never happen. Not today, not tomorrow, not ever. Not ever.” (17.1). The 

researcher saw a live video of President Joe Biden's speech, and in this section, Biden uses 

high intonation and it indicates that Biden wants to convey to the audience that he is 
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emphasizing something in the sentence. These expressions received reactions from the 

audience such as applause in terms of the audience's appreciation for President Biden. 

This also applies to other speaker intonations such as low intonation. when 

the speaker uses low intonation it creates a serious and calm situation. Both of these 

ways finally reflect that the speaker can control the thoughts and atmosphere of the 

audience, not only for the audience but also for anyone who listens to his speech. . 

As when the speaker delivered this passage speech, “Yet hear me clearly: 

Disagreement must not lead to disunion. And I pledge this to you: I will be a 

president for all Americans. All Americans. And I promise you I will fight as hard 

for those who did not support me as for those who did” (18 .1). The researcher saw 

a live video of President Joe Biden's speech, and in this section, Biden used a low 

intonation and it indicated that President Biden created a serious atmosphere and 

conveyed an important message, these expressions made the audience listen to his 

speech seriously. 

Another microstructure that researcher found in Biden's speech is metaphor. Eriyanto 

(2001) states that in the form of speech expression can be formed by the speaker's 

intonation, which can make him focus more on which part is most important. In this case, 

the writer finds the main objective or main message in Biden's speech which is represented 

by the metaphors applied in his speech. Researcher found one underlined phrase as the 

main purpose of Biden's speech; it comes from the phrase "Disagreement". As in his 

speech, Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must not lead to disunion. And I pledge this to 

you: I will be a president for all Americans. All Americans. And I promise you I will fight 

as hard for those who did not support me as for those who did.” The way the speaker 

illustrates what the main purpose of his speech is by showing illustrations of disagreements 

that have a very deep message for society. It represents the best opportunity to live in 

community by not turning differences or disagreements into divisions, with unity is the 

future rise of America. 

In this study, the researcher has answered research questions related to the types of 

rhetorical devices in Joe Biden's speech. The researcher found 16 types of rhetorical 

devices, 2 pronouns, 2 metaphors, 2 rules of three and 8 parallelisms. The most dominant 

in this study is parallelism with 8 data found. Dominant because the speaker uses this 

device to make the speech more memorable and memorable, even able to interact with the 



I. Umam / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 57-73 

 DOI: https://doi.org/10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4140 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

71 

 

audience without changing the content of the speech, this is one of the methods or concepts 

to influence the masses. According to Jones and Peccei (2004), when politicians talk about 

important concepts of matter, they must use parallelism to make the speech easier to 

understand and not bore the audience. 

For the discussion above, Van Dijk's rhetorical devices and microstructure are used in 

Joe Biden's speech. Reflecting on what happened in the United States, the speaker provided 

support, arguments, statements, and ideas to build and show self-confidence and 

motivation in starting his leadership as president, dealing with problems, and becoming a 

better country. Of the various ways that President Biden produced in his speech, he 

succeeded in using these devices and microstructures in constructing speeches to control 

the minds of the audience with his speeches. In conclusion, Biden succeeded in controlling 

the audience's minds with the rhetorical devices used in his speech. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

Conclusion 

After describing, analyzing, and discussing the data, the researcher finds a brief 

explanation to answer the research question. First of all, the researcher found four types of 

rhetorical devices in Joe Biden's speech. Those types are metaphor, parallelism, the rule of 

three, and pronouns. The five rhetorical devices of Jones and Peccei's (2004) theory are all 

found in Joe Biden's speech except for euphemisms. Based on the findings, the most 

dominant is parallelism. This shows that Biden likes to use a similar structure in explaining 

and conveying the contents of speeches without changing the context. The second objective 

of this research is about the microstructure built by Joe Biden. The first microstructure is 

graphics, how the speaker pronounces the rhetorical device also affects the reaction of the 

audience. The use of high intonation and low intonation shows the speaker's emotions 

appear when delivering a speech. The second microstructure is a metaphor, Joe Biden uses 

this method to implicitly convey his main goal. In this phase, the audience must think hard 

to look in and out of the context of every utterance produced by the speaker whether it 

happened today, yesterday or tomorrow. 

Suggestion 

From this conclusion, the results of this study are useful for discussion because they 

provide more understanding to people who are interested in the field of linguistics. 
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Rhetorical studies provide more reflection on how to communicate not only to persuade 

the audience to agree with our argument but also the meaning and message conveyed must 

be innovative and creative. Therefore, we can observe the next researcher in analyzing and 

can provide each different paradigm, so that it has the potential to provide good data for 

analysis. Research only focuses on the context of political speech. It is recommended for 

future researchers who will conduct research, should do other research such as comparing 

with two different types of languages, such as economics and education. So that research 

does not only focus on the context of political speech and during research, the analysis is 

only taken from the context of political speech. It is hoped that people who research 

political speeches, debates or compare the two speeches will understand and learn more 

about them. 
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Abstract:  This study intends to ascertain whether students' speaking abilities have 

improved both before and after being instructed utilizing a role-playing technique. A pre-

experimental design is employed. This study was carried out at SMPN 1 Jombang. Students 

in class VIII-A at SMPN 1 Jombang during the academic year 2022–2023 served as the 

study's samples. Through SPSS V.25, the researcher ran a t-test to assess the data. Pre-test 

and post-test scores were obtained by the researcher after data collection. The average pre-

test score was 43.91, while the average post-test score was 52.08. The researcher then used 

the t test to assess the data, with a Sig. (2-tailed) result lower than 0.05. Ha is seen as 

acceptable, it can be said. Several conclusions were drawn from the data analysis, including 

that there were considerable variations between students and that the students' speaking 

abilities before and after employing a role-playing technique for instruction were still less 

obvious. Before and after employing role-playing techniques to teach speaking abilities. 

Thus, it can be said that the role-playing technique works well for enhancing speaking 

abilities in SMPN 1 Jombang pupils in class VIII-A. 

Keywords: Effectiveness, Pre-experimental Research Design, Role Play Strategy, 

Speaking 

. 

INTRODUCTION  

As an international language. English makes a strong contribution to our daily life. 

Mastering English is not an easy thing. The students need to be trained intensively. 

Someone who's earlier learn a language, the better he masters that language. 

Fatimatuzzahro (2015), states that the learning a language can strengthen as a habit. The 

more they practice English, the better they will master English. 

According to Basit (2019), human beings need to communicate in order to survive. 

Making use of language An important part of expressing a goal between people is through 

communication. It is not sufficient for students to acquire words, phrases, and grammatical 
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rules if they want to produce language in their daily conversation or for interaction with 

others in English because language is essential for communicating. Therefore, it is 

recommended that everyone develop their speaking abilities. so that they have effective 

communicationWriting is one of the most crucial talents to master when learning English 

because it is both an academic skill and a skill that can be applied to any vocation. One of 

the fundamental abilities that every student needs to acquire is writing (Huy, 2015). 

Students are required to communicate their ideas in writing. In order for readers to grasp 

their work, they must explain their original ideas. The most challenging and complex 

language abilities to learn are regarded to be written language skills. To come up with ideas, 

words, sentences, paragraphs, and composition for writing, one must work hard. 

Speaking is one of the English language talents or abilities, according to Muzammil 

(2015), that allows us to express our thoughts, make comments, reject the viewpoints of 

others if they differ from our own, as well as ask and respond to inquiries. There are 

currently a lot of study program students enrolled in English education who do not yet have 

good speaking abilities sufficient to demand the proper method or technique of learning 

that can help them develop their speaking skills.  

Based on the researcher's interview with an English teacher at SMPN 1 Jombang, the 

researcher came to the conclusion that many students still find it challenging to practice 

speaking, particularly in speaking English, in English-related classes. The lack of 

enthusiasm in pupils' English classes is one of the barriers to their ability to communicate 

in English. This lack of student interest is caused because the learning process taught by 

the teacher feels monotonous. This makes students bored so that students' lack of interest 

in English lessons. Since then, many teachers, especially English teachers, have had to 

create interesting classes with several techniques, methods, and materials to encourage the 

success of language skills learning activities, especially speaking. This makes a variety of 

strategies possible. Teachers might utilize role-playing techniques to help students talk 

more clearly. The playing role will provide opportunities for students to practice speaking 

in different social roles, so it is very important to use this strategy in the teaching process 

of speaking. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW  

According to Neupane (2019), speaking is one of the basic abilities in English that 

students can use to interact with others and accomplish a variety of objectives. By speaking, 

students can convey or clarify their opinions, ideas, and visual emphasis. The most used 

dialect talent by students talking. By speaking, students can express their considerations 

and arrange words into phrases/sentences related to the subject. Speaking can require 

students to create a specific dialect focus such as linguistic use, articulation or lexicon, and 

be able to understand why, when and how to create a dialect. 

Speaking abilities are exceptionally critical for understudies in learning a moment 

dialect or remote dialect to communicate in way of life. Ukhrowi (2022) states that 

composing in a outside dialect is troublesome for understudies. Writing requires a prepare 

of considering where students have to be. think of thoughts to form extraordinary writings 

and stories. Understudies who cannot uncover the things they need to specific can make 

them troublesome to communicate with other individuals and will result in a terrible 

relationship. 

According to Parura (2022), it is very difficult to talk in a foreign language. To speak 

in a foreign language, a student must grasp the language's sound system, have practically 

instant access to the right vocabulary, and be able to put words together comprehensibly 

with little hesitation. To preserve goodwill or to meet their communication objectives, they 

must also be able to grasp what is being said to them and respond properly.  

Speaking a dialect can be a skill, thus it can be extremely difficult for teachers to equip 

their pupils to speak EnVglish both inside and outside of the classroom, according to 

Shalehah (2021), who claims that English is one of the essential subjects that instructors 

should teach. Teachers have to learn how to administer a course because they must ensure 

that students participate in class activities, which is crucial given that most public schools 

in Indonesia sometimes have large class sizes. 

Based on the aforementioned views, it can be said that speaking is one of the 

language skills, which are actions involving two or more people that include oral 

expression or communication of opinions, thoughts, and ideas. Content, organization, 

grammar, pronunciation, and fluency are the speaking aspect skills (Junaidi, 2011). 

According to Nuzula (2018), role playing can be a classroom activity that allows students 

the chance to practice their language skills, behavior expectations, and any real props they 

might need outside of the classroom. As a result, students would be exposed to a variety of 
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situaVtions where they would act out roles as either themselves or other people, and they 

would need to speak in a dialect that is appropriate for the situation and social context in 

which they are acting. 

 

METHOD  

Pre-experimental research design is a key component of the experimental research 

approach used in this study. The focus of pre-experimental designs is on group or 

classroom learning that has an experimental outcome (for instance, class alone). All eighth 

grade students at SMPN 1 Jombang, which has eight courses totaling six classes, make up 

the population for this study. 

The sample for this study was VIII A, which consisted of 30 students from SMPN 1 

Jombang Grade VIII in the academic year 2022–2023, 16 of whom are boys and 14 of 

whom are girls. The researcher selected VIII A because, in the opinion of the English 

teacher who was instructing the class, VIII A had a mediocre level of English competence. 

This class is the appropriate one to be the subject of the investigation, in the opinion of the 

English teacher. The researcher thus makes use of a sample from class VIII A.  

The teacher will ask each student to speak in turn during an oral test or speaking test, 

which the researcher will utilize as a tool for gathering data. Because this study is 

quantitative, the researcher will utilize statistical method to analyze the data. Data from the 

pretest and posttest are used. The test will be administered orally both before and after the 

lesson utilizing the role-playing strategy. The researcher divided the answer into four 

categories before calculating the test results for the pupils. Fluency, pronunciation, and 

vocabulary are important factors. 

In order to determine whether or not the test questions can be utilized to gauge the 

aptitude of class VIII A pupils, this is necessary. The test can be used in the study process 

once the researchers have results showing that it is legitimate. Records from the pretest and 

posttest have been compiled, and mean, median, and mode descriptive statistics have been 

used to calculate them. The next step is to use a paired sample t-test to assess the pretest 

and posttest findings if the researcher determines that the mean results of the pretest and 

posttest are different. However, the researcher first computes the results of the pretest and 

posttest using the normality test before analyzing the findings of the pretest and posttest 

using the paired sample t-test. For the calculations, researchers use SPSS version 25. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Findings 

1. Students’ Speaking Skill Before Being Taught Using Role Play Strategy  

The purpose of a pre-test is to gauge a student's speaking ability before using a role-

playing technique to help them. A brief verbal description served as the pretest in this study, 

which was conducted by researchers. However, prior to administering the Class VIII A 

pretest. To check if the wording used in the pretest questions could be understood or not, 

the researcher first ran a readability test on Class VIII B. All pupils chose "yes" in the 

offered column after the readability exam, which revealed the outcome. This indicates that 

test questions that are utilized as pre- and post-tests can be considered to be appropriate. 

The appendix readability test results contain an example of an additional readability test. 

The pre-test had a range of scores, with 54,1 being the highest and 29,1 being the lowest. 

The pre-test has an overall score of 1141. It is clear that the student's speaking ability was 

still mediocre prior to the treatment.   

2. Students’ Speaking Skill After Being Taught Using Role Play Strategy  

The post-test took place on Friday, August 19, 2022. According to the researcher's 

post-test findings, class VIII A students' speaking abilities have improved, particularly in 

the areas of fluency, pronunciation, and vocabulary. According to the aforementioned data, 

there were a total of 26 students. It demonstrates that 52,08 is the post-test mean. The 

highest post-test score was 62,5, while the lowest pre-test score was 33.33. The post-test's 

overall score is 1354. It is clear from the student's score that his or her comprehension of 

the information given after treatment is improving. This understanding is determined by 

three factors: vocabulary, pronunciation fluency, and pronunciation accuracy. 

3. The Significant Difference Between the Students’ Speaking Skill Before And After 

Being Taught Using Role Play 

The purpose of the following study is to determine whether adopting role-playing 

techniques to teach speaking skills to class VIII students makes a meaningful difference. 

The researchers used the SPSS V.25 and the paired sample t-test technique to evaluate the 

data using an SMPN 1 Jombang. Pre-test scores on average were 43,91, while post-test 

scores on average were 53,08. Pretest median value was 45,83; posttest median value was 

53,08. Pretest mode value was 50, while posttest value was 58. The pretest's minimum 

value was 29,17, and the post-test's minimum value was 33,33. The pretest's maximum 

score was 54,17, while the post-test's maximum score was 62,50. based upon The students' 
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post-test scores were greater than their pre-test scores, as shown in the descriptive statistics 

table. Normal values are calculated after the descriptive analysis. To determine if the data 

was normal or not, the researcher performed a normality test. The data is considered normal 

if it displays more than 0,05. It may be inferred from the preceding table that the residual 

value has a normal distribution because the significant value of the normality test is 0.058 

> 0.05. The results indicate that the mean pre-test and post-test scores were (8,17), standard 

deviation was (12,38), and the mean standard error was (2,42). While the higher difference 

(3,16), the lower difference (13,17). The t test's findings were (3,36), with a df of 25 and a 

significance level of 0.002. 

The outcome of the t test, which compares the t count with the t table, yields a score 

of 2,060 for 5% standard significance and 2,787 for 1% standard significance, where df = 

25. With t0 = 3.36, the null hypothesis is rejected because it exceeds the t table (in this 

example, the minus symbol is discarded at a conventional significance level of 5% and at 

a significant level of 1%). When adopting a role-playing method, there is a considerable 

average difference between the outcomes of the pretest and posttest. Thus, it can be 

concluded that teaching speaking to class VIII A students at SMPN 1 Jombang is effective 

when role-playing is used. 

 

Discussion  

Students' lack of confidence in their ability to speak English is one of the factors 

contributing to their poor speaking abilities. This is a result of students' fear of making 

mistakes. In order to increase pupils' self-confidence, the researchers used a role-playing 

technique. There were three phases of the research. The first step was conducting a 

speaking proficiency exam on students before to treatment using a role-playing technique. 

The second was to treat students by using role-playing techniques. And in the third, after 

therapy, a post-test was administered to the pupils in order to assess their speaking abilities. 

We can infer from the results that the students' pre-test mean was 43.91. This demonstrates 

the students' poor oral communication skills. In order to treat kids utilizing a role-playing 

method, researchers performed study. Due to their lack of motivation in learning English, 

students' speaking abilities are lacking. 

According to the results, the accuracy structure of 26 students' pre-test mean scores 

ranged from 43.91 to 52.08 on the post-test. The total number from the pretest's 1141 to 

the posttest's 1354 was likewise obtained by the researcher. The findings of the pupils' 
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pretest and posttest demonstrate a difference. Students become active, cooperative with 

their friends, and like learning when teachers use role-playing techniques. The growth in 

students' speaking abilities demonstrates this. According to the learning outcomes, 

students' grades improved as a result of the role-playing technique. 

According to the results, the accuracy structure of 25 students' pre-test mean scores 

ranged from 43.91 to 52.08 on the post-test. This investigation discovered that the p-value 

(0.002) at the significance level (0.05) was (0.000.05) and that the t-value> t-table (3.364 

> 2.060). This demonstrates the difference between speaking test scores obtained before 

and after role-playing-based instruction. Based on hypothesis testing, the alternative 

hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis (H0) is disproved. Students' speaking 

abilities can be improved by adopting role-playing techniques when teaching speaking. 

Students that adopt the role-playing technique are engaged in their education and enjoy 

speaking up during class. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

Conclusions 

The purpose of this study was to determine whether adopting role-playing techniques 

to teach speaking in SMPN 1 Jombang's VIII A class made a discernible effect. The 

researchers came to the following conclusion after explaining the data presentation and 

analysis are as follows: the students’ speaking ability before being taught using role playing 

was low, then, became high after being taught using role playing. Meanwhile, there was a 

significant difference between the students’ speaking ability before and after being taught 

using role playing.  

 

Suggestions 

Based on the research findings above, the researchers would like to give suggestions 

to the teacher, the school and the future researcher. Thus, the researchers suggest that the 

teacher should keep utilizing role play as a method of instruction that might aid in the 

delivery of the subject. Meanwhile, the school should consider to provide many kinds of 

strategy to support the teacher and student in learning and teaching activity. Then, it is 

hopefully that this research can be used to be additional reference for the next researcher 

with different framework, design and discussion in the future.  
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Abstract: Speaking is one important skill to be increased and enhanced as tool an effective 

communication. Speaking English is very challenging for senior high school students. 

Speaking skill is regarded the most difficult aspect in English  language learning. This 

paper aims to find the inhibition faced by senior high students. This study was conducted 

by qualitative research to identify the students' speaking performance challenges. The 

researcher can utilize a variety of methods to gather data for a qualitative study, including 

field notes, interviews, and record reviews. The findings of the study revealed that the 

factors that caused inhibition in speaking performance among students were not only 

related to the students themselves, but also to the teachers as well. To lessen inhibition, the 

participants also reported that both teachers and students should do different tasks or find 

ways to lessen inhibition both inside and outside the class during the process of learning 

English speaking skills. 

 

Keywords: Students’ inhibition, factors, speaking 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Now days, Language is a very accurate and effective communication tool to start 

an activity between people. According to Bukart (1998, p. 36), language serves both 

transactional and interactional functions; it is used not only to communicate but also to 

relate to and develop relationships with others. Language is necessary for successful 

communication and expression of ideas and feelings in both spoken and written form. 

Language expansion could be utilized to share information about education, technology, 

and even tourism. Furthermore, Language, according to Chomsky (as cited in Nawaz et al., 

2015, p 1), is a set (finite or infinite) of sentences, each finite in length and produced from 

a finite set of constituents of speech. Humans utilize language as a communication tool to 

communicate and engage with one another. People might convey their thoughts and 

feelings through language.  
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People all throughout the world speak a variety of languages. One of them is 

English. In today's society and globalization era, mastering English as a foreign language 

is critical. English is the twenty-first century's lingua franca, used by people all over the 

world to interact with one another. (Sindik & Bozinovic, 2013, p. 8) It makes no difference 

from which country someone comes; they almost always utilize English to speak with 

foreigners. Because of the aforementioned reasons, English is taught to Indonesian students 

from elementary school through university in order to improve the quality of the country's 

people resources. (Wulandari, 2010, p. 4). 

The international position of English is one of the primary factors contributing to 

the rise of English's relevance in Indonesia. Furthermore, in today's age of globalization, 

the interconnection of nations and countries necessitates the use of a global language, and 

no language qualifies better for this than English. According to Nawamin (2012, p. 117), 

English plays a critical role in the global community as the primary means of 

communication. Some people who do not speak English as their first language use it in 

their daily life. The majority of these people live in nations where English is necessary for 

external purposes, such as communicating and doing business with people from other 

countries and keeping up with business advancements. In this case, speaking skill is 

absolutely needed to be mastery by people.  

In addition, the school ensured the students' mastery of spoken English abilities by 

offering three hours or more of general English classes every week. Basically, they have 

really enough time to master speaking skill. But, in real life there are many students faced 

difficulties in speaking. While learning English is vital, the efforts made to help students 

grasp spoken English are even less so. According to Al Hosni (2014, p. 26) and Tuan and 

Mai (2015, p. 9), speaking difficulties can be caused by four factors: (1) inhibition, which 

stems from students' fear of making mistakes, (2) students having nothing to say, (3) low 

or uneven participation due to speaking class's limited discussion time, and (4) excessive 

use of the mother tongue. 

To discuss inhibition, First and foremost, a definition of self-esteem is required. 

Coopersmith (1967) defines self-esteem as "the evaluation that individuals make and 

customarily maintain with regard to themselves; it expresses an attitude of approval or 

disapproval, and indicates the extent to which individuals believe themselves to be capable, 

significant, successful, and worthy," as cited in Brown (2000, p.145). In a nutshell, self-
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esteem is a personal assessment of one's worthiness as shown in one's views toward oneself. 

It's a personal experience that the person shares with others through verbal reports and 

other overt expressive actions. Abedini and Chalak (2017) states that is why, in recent 

years, the term "inhibition" in English speaking performance has become a hotly discussed 

topic among language teachers, linguists, and scholars. 

Despite the fact that research is beginning to shed light on the elements that cause 

inhibition in students' speaking performance, few studies on inhibition have been 

undertaken at the tertiary level in Indonesia. So, the researcher tries to find the inhibitive 

factors in the speaking of students’ performance.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Speaking is one of the abilities that students must master when learning English. 

Speaking is characterized as a tool that allows students to participate in class activities 

while also allowing them to express themselves and their opinions. Furthermore, he claims 

that speaking encourages learning. The opportunity to talk during listening and reading 

exercises allows kids to learn new language basics that will be necessary in the future to 

communicate. Furthermore, he describes speaking as "the exhibition of a speaker's ability; 

speaking demands language learners to activate their knowledge in order to generate a 

massage" (p. 272). According to Farooq (2015) and Yu (2009), the primary goal of 

language instruction is to give students opportunities to speak in a foreign language. 

However, acquiring English speaking appears to be a difficult task for kids. Speaking 

requires interpersonal skills in order to explain how we feel, think, and judge one element 

of life (Mahripah, 2014). As a result, many EFL students are disappointed by the fact that, 

despite having studied English for many years in school, they still find it difficult to utilize 

it in conversation. This is exactly what occurred to Indonesian students learning English. 

They begin learning English at a young age in elementary school for six years, then 

continue for another six years in junior and senior high school, but their English language 

acquisition is badly inadequate, notably in the speaking area. 

Mohseni and Ameri (2010, p.44) divided speaking inhibition performance into two kinds 

are cognitive and affective factors. Cognitive factors include grammar, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation while affective factors are lack of motivation, shyness, self-confidence, self-

esteem, language ego, classroom interaction, and fear of language evaluation. 
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METHOD 

Research Design and Setting 

The researcher in this study employed qualitative research to identify the students' 

speaking performance challenges. The researcher can utilize a variety of methods to gather 

data for a qualitative study, including field notes, interviews, and record reviews (Gay, 

Mills &Airasian,2006). This study is a qualitative one because the researcher carefully 

examines participant data to obtain the whole image of a phenomenon that occurred in its 

natural setting (Creswell: 1998). Patton (1990), in agreement with Creswell, notes that 

"qualitative methods often generate a plethora of specific information about a far smaller 

number of people and instances." Additionally, the procedures for conducting qualitative 

research include gathering, analyzing, and interpreting narrative and visual data, also 

known as non-numerical data, in order to give the researcher a comprehensive 

understanding of the natural event that piques their interest (Gay, Mills, & Airasian, 2006). 

 

Participants 

Students from the MA Ibrahimy Mlandingan Situbondo East Java Indonesia 10th 

Grade are the focus of this study. Twenty pupils are enrolled in the class overall, but the 

researcher is only taking eighteen of them. The two students who were only occasionally 

present in the speaking class were the reason for only enrolling eighteen students; as a 

result, they rarely participated in speaking exercises in class. The researcher believes he 

can achieve the goal of qualitative sampling, which in this case uses purposive selection 

to select participants who may provide detailed information relating to the researcher's 

needs, by having only eighteen students who are actively participating in the speaking 

class (Gay,Mills & Airasian,2006). 

 

Research Instrument 

One of the most important components for the researcher to evaluate the 

participants and obtain the data he requires for his research is the research instrument. In 

this instance, the researcher acts as the primary tool for examining the phenomena that 

emerged during the speaking exercises that the students completed in the classroom. 

According to Bogdan & Biklen (1992), one of the hallmarks of qualitative research is 

that the researcher likes to look into the natural setting of his investigation. Additionally, 
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the researcher utilizes a videotape so that he can replay the footage as times as needed in 

order to gain a clear picture of the participants' oral performances. 

 

Data Collecting Techniques & Procedures 

The researcher can utilize a variety of methods to gather data for a qualitative study, 

including field notes, interviews, questionnaires, and record reviews (Gay, Mills & 

Airasian, 2006). In this study, the researcher first watches the participants in-person while 

they speak in front of the class during speaking exercises. Second, in some cases, the 

researcher uses field notes to supplement her firsthand observation in order to document 

every incident that occurs during speaking activities. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Findings  

One of the most important aspects of the English language is speaking. The speaking 

aspect is very important in communicating with each other. In this case, one of the main 

objectives of learning English is so that students can communicate in English well and 

correctly and fluently in pronunciation. The assessment procedure in the speaking aspect 

is divided into several parts; grammar, pronunciation, English vocabulary language. Of the 

four components that have been mentioned the most important role is vocabulary because 

if the student does not have a lot of vocabulary then the student will certainly not be able 

to speak English and this is followed by grammar which has the main role after vocabulary, 

in this case grammar is used to arrange the types of sentences so that they are arranged 

clearly and precisely so that the listener or object that is being easily discussed to be 

understood   by the interlocutor. So the structure that really needs to be familiarized and 

sharpened continuously is to memorize the vocabulary and after that it is practiced. 

When collecting targeted data through interviews one by one, many students found 

it very difficult to adapt to English and felt that it was impossible, as for the frequent factor 

in this incident is that most of them do not memorize a certain amount of basic vocabulary 

in advance, but they immediately taught such a difficult vocabulary that students claim 

English is very difficult. So in this case the teacher must be sensitive to the student and 

must know the student's abilities privately so that in this way the student will think 



F. Ferdiyanto / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 84-94 

 DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4033 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

89 

 

positively and more easily understand English. This can be briefly explained when students 

find it difficult to practice their speaking skills as follows: 

a) Vocabulary  

Vocabulary means list of words their meaning. People cannot communicate 

effectively or express their ideas both oral and both written form if they do not have 

sufficient vocabulary. Without grammar only little word can be conveyed, but without 

vocabulary nothing ca be conveyed.   

In this observation, the teacher gives the topic and then the students form groups A 

and B. During this activity students are allowed to repeat vocabulary, the purpose here is 

to train the student's tongue to be fluent in English vocabulary. Then the teacher explains 

the structure and generic language simply and little by little. 

When I interviewed several students, there were some students who felt lacking 

vocabulary, as the results of the interview below:  

"I’m poor in vocabulary, less vocabulary and fear of being wrong."   (student #1). 

"Lack of vocabulary and I do not practice it every time." (student #2) 

The first problem is lack of vocabulary, This is a major problem for students, and the 

majority of students realize that they were not good at English vocabulary, because 

according to them English is a foreign language that is rarely used in their daily activity, 

English vocabulary is too large that it is difficult to memorize, thus make them felt difficult 

and could not arranging words when speaking English., most students lack the willingness 

to learn and practice speaking English. Therefore, when students want to be fluent in 

speaking English, they must increase patience and practice or practice both doing practice 

with friends and with teachers.  If students always practice speaking English, they will be 

familiar with English and easy to speak according to what has been practiced and speaking 

was really difficult to do for their low vocabulary knowledge, they knew what they were 

about to say, but they found it was difficult to express in different language. Somehow, 

some words which have same meaning can have a different context, or even different in 

appropriateness. However, the learners have to know vocabulary context, and word choice 

in sentence in order to arrange an appropriate sentence. 

b) Pronunciation 

 Pronunciation is the ways students to produce clearer language when they speak. 

Pronunciation is an essential aspect of learning to speak a foreign language. If a student 
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does not pronounce a word correctly, it can be very difficult to understand him/her. on the 

other hand, if students make grammatical mistakes e.g.in a verb tense, the listener still has 

an idea of what is being said. So, it can be seen that good pronunciation is vital if a student 

is to be understood. At the results of observations at this stage, the student is required to 

repeat the voice guided by the teacher.   

 The teacher guides the pronunciation of the vocabulary and then the student repeats 

the vocabulary that has been spoken such as basic vocabulary including windows, holidays, 

day names, human limbs, and so on. Then the teacher connects the vocabulary into a 

complete sentence.   The teacher is also active in explaining in detail how different the 

writing and reading. When I interviewed several students, there were some students who 

felt lacking pronunciation, as the results of the interview below:  

"I am afraid of being laughed at by other students when mispronounce. cause written 

in English differently from the way it is pronounced." (student #3) 

"there are different way to pronounce the word. It’s difficult to remember.” (student 

#4) 

The second problem is lack of pronunciation, students had lack of pronunciation 

because they really did not master the correct pronunciation, according to them the words 

in English are different when spoken. And the students agree if they did not know to 

pronounce English correctly is one of the problems they face in learning speaking, the 

students felt anxious when they spoke English. Mostly, they were afraid of making 

mistakes, either in pronunciation or in the sentence they were going to say. Some of them 

also were afraid of being judged at by their friends. The higher anxiety the learners feel, 

the more it gives them negative impact in believing themselves on their speaking 

capability. When they speak English without any preparation, their anxiety even does get 

worse, their confidence even gets lower as they are afraid of making mistakes. The more 

they feel the tension in performance, the nervousness does take its place, lead to the 

difficulty of their speaking ability. In fact, the result of their performance also becomes 

their psychological inhibition as they are afraid to listen other’s people judgment towards 

their speaking performance in the classroom, and it gets worse as they are well-aware of 

their poor performance/unprepared performance. It makes them unconfident, afraid to do 

eye-contact with the audience, and afraid to make mistakes. 

c) Grammar  
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The Grammar of a language is the description of the ways in which words can change 

their forms and can be combined into sentences in that language.  Grammar is one of 

important aspect of speaking because if an utterance can has different meaning if the 

speaker uses incorrect grammar. 

In the results of observations at this stage, researchers found many errors in grammar, 

this happened because seventh graders were still in the stage of introducing grammar and 

even some students who did not know at all what grammar is, it became because students 

were lazy and felt bored with the formulas that the teacher had given such as past tense. 

When I interviewed several students, there were some students who felt lacking 

grammar, as the results of the interview below:  

“I can’t imply the grammar. It’s very difficult, because there are many formulas.”    

(student #5) 

“Grammar is difficult thing to remember.” (student # 9) 

“The tenses make me confused.” (student # 12) 

The third problem is lack of grammar, students still have difficulties and are even 

very unfamiliar with grammar, this is because students are still not familiar with grammar 

and are not used to learning grammar in English lessons. Factors that often occur when 

students learn grammar are that students feel difficulty in memorizing and practicing 

formulas in grammar and students also feel fear and shame when doing grammar questions 

because their classmates laugh at them if the answer has errors.  

 

Discussion 

1) Factors of students having difficulty in speaking English  

In this section, based on interviews that have been conducted by researchers to class 

tenth students of MA Ibrahimy. most of them have difficulty speaking English because 

they think English is difficult and strange and there are some students: 

a. Lack the motivation to learn English from their environment.  

The factor problem is lack of motivation, even though only 44% students had lack 

of motivation in learning speaking, but it is very affected with their speaking ability, so 

they cannot arrange a sentence to speak English and make their speaking not fluent, the 

students’ social environment. The students’ environment did not support them in 

speaking, because they live in the village, so their neighbors and friends were native 
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Javanese and often used Javanese. Therefore students cannot practice speaking and feel 

difficult when learning speaking in class. 

b. Factor that also occurs is the lack of practice. 

The factor is practice. The students revealed that the teacher did not give them a 

sufficient time of practices, and the teacher barely did two-ways communication that the 

students could only listen to the teacher. The low chance of speaking the target language 

will cause learners to get difficulties in speaking, and their dialect of mother tongue will 

affect their language learning. Therefore, a chance of speaking the target language is 

very important to improve their speaking skill. Therefore, as a language teacher, the 

teacher has to find a solution for the learners where they can practise their speaking skill 

as much as possible. Moreover, insufficient chance of speaking the target language will 

affect their language learning as it makes learners not to be fluent in a short time. 

c) They are not confident in their abilities when speaking English. 

The factor is shyness and lack of confidence, shyness and lack of confidence is the 

same thing because when the students feel shy to speak English, it means the students’ 

lack of confidence. And this issue still relates to students' fear to make mistakes, because 

when students make a mistake when speaking English in front of their friends, they will 

feel shy to speak English. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

Based on the results of research above, researchers concluded that there were difficulties 

faced by students in speaking performance as follows:  

a) Lack of vocabulary. 

b) Students' difficulty in pronouncing words. 

c) Lack of understanding Grammar. 

And besides that, there are three factors that make speaking felt difficult for students as 

follows: 

a) Many students think that English is difficult and some even say English is strange 

b) Lack of motivation from the environment, both from family and friends. 

c) Lack of confidence.  

Suggestion  

a) For students  
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1. The students should more practice speaking in their daily life and explore their ability 

in speaking confidently and enjoy during the speaking class. 

2. The students should be more active and have the motivation to learn and practice their 

English, especially in speaking. 

3. The students should improve their vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and meaning 

by using a dictionary or google translate that can be easily used in their speaking 

activity. 

b) For Teachers   

1. The teacher should not teach the students by using mother tongue when learn    English 

especially in speaking, so that the students can improve their speaking. 

2. The teacher should make the learning process more fun and interesting. So, the 

students cannot be bored in teaching learning process and tteachers to continue to 

provide motivation and learning support to students, and continue to train their 

students to practice speaking English. 
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Abstract: This research was conducted to overcome the problems faced by students in 

learning English, especially in learning vocabulary mastery in class VIID of SMP 

Nahdlatuth Thalabah. Applying monopoly games as learning media is one solution to 

overcome these problems. Using monopoly games in learning can make the atmosphere in 

the classroom livelier, so that students are more interested in learning vocabulary mastery. 

The objectives of the study are to find out: 1) The students’ vocabulary mastery before 

using monopoly game. 2) The students’ vocabulary mastery after using monopoly game. 

3) The difference of students’ vocabulary mastery between before and after being given 

treatment using monopoly game. This study uses a quantitative approach with the type of 

research Pre-Experimental Design. The instrument used in this study was a test consisting 

of a pretest and posttest. The result of this research is that monopoly game is effectively 

used in learning vocabulary mastery. This effectiveness can be known through the results 

of student scores. In the pretest, the average value of class VIID students was 47.50. After 

being treated using a monopoly game, the average posttest score of class VIID students 

was 58.50. Based on the Paired Sample T Test, it is known that the value of Sig. (2 tailed) 

of 0.000 <0.05, then H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted. So it can be concluded that there is 

a significant difference between vocabulary mastery in the pretest and posttest data of Class 

VIID students at SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah. 

 

Keywords: Effectiveness, Monopoly Game, Vocabulary Mastery 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Along with the times, human resources are required to improve their quality in order to 

compete with other countries. Therefore, to improve the quality of ourselves, we must have 

a lot of information and knowledge from various sources in the world. However, there is a 

lot of information and knowledge that we need using foreign languages, and most of them 
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use the international language, namely English. This status makes English a global lingua 

franca or international language. As we also know, lately many Indonesian films have 

mixed language conversations that is speaking Indonesian with English interspersed. Even 

on social media such as Instagram, Tik-tok, or YouTube, there is a lot of content that uses 

English. Well, from this phenomenon it can be understood that we are required to be able 

and understand English. In Indonesia, there are actually many who have mastered English, 

but not a few are still having a hard time learning English and think that learning English 

is like facing bad luck. Actually, from this bad mindset, i.e. assuming that learning English 

is difficult is the beginning of mistakes in learning. In learning something, we should have 

a high spirit and have an optimistic mind to be able to do it. Therefore, we have to process 

our thoughts first. We must rise from these bad thoughts, because these bad thoughts can 

affect the spirit of learning. We must have positive thoughts that learning English is not 

difficult and we can definitely understand it. 

English became the first foreign language taught in several Indonesian schools. For 

elementary school level, English is still a local content subject or as a complement. 

However, for the junior high and high school levels, it has become a mandatory subject. 

Based on the Indonesian education curriculum, in which English lessons in junior high 

schools are mandatory and tested in. SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah is one of the junior high 

schools in the Jember area of East Java where many students still have difficulty 

understanding English because learning is less interesting, thus reducing the enthusiasm 

for learning. Based on the interviews with class VII teacher of SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah 

that many students do not master English vocabulary because the atmosphere of learning 

activities in class is boring and the teacher still use old teaching methods such as the lecture 

method, so many students are sleepy. From this phenomenon, it can be concluded that 

students are less focused in learning English. The students think that learning English is 

difficult. 

In learning English, we must understand 4 aspects, such as the ability to read, write, 

speak, and listen. Well, before mastering these four aspects, the most basic thing that needs 

to be learned is to know the English vocabulary. Vocabulary is indeed very necessary to 

learn a foreign language, especially English which we have to learn. The more we master 

the vocabulary, it will be easier to learn English for us. However, to master vocabulary is 

not an easy thing for students who learn from the basic. In mastering vocabulary, students 
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need full concentration and memory. So that teachers need more creative techniques or 

media to increase students' vocabulary. There are lots of media to increase vocabulary, one 

of the media is games. In this study the researcher chose the monopoly game media. 

Monopoly is a multi-player economy themed game and is a legendary game that 

teaches players the system of buying, renting, and exchanging properties. According to 

Augustyn (2021) monopoly is a board game for two to eight players, where the player's 

goal is to defend their finances while strategizing to bankrupt their opponents by buying 

and developing properties. Monopoly games are often said to be just games that waste time 

just for fun. However, monopoly can train students' intelligence. Besides, it is interesting 

and understandable, especially if we apply it in teaching and learning, it will be able to 

motivate students' enthusiasm for learning. Monopoly games can develop and strengthen a 

lot of vocabulary. The more students play it, the more vocabulary they can remember. 

Children will be more interested in learning English by using monopoly game. In addition, 

the reason why the researcher used the monopoly game is because it is familiar, also fun 

and easy to play. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher would like to conduct a research 

entitled about increasing vocabulary by using monopoly games, especially for class VII D 

students at SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah Jember. The purpose of this study was to determine 

whether there was a difference in students' vocabulary mastery between before and after 

being given treatment using a monopoly game. 

 

METHOD 

This research used a quantitative approach with an experimental design, especially using a 

pre-experimental type. In this experimental research also has 4 main factors such as 

hypothesis, independent variable, dependent variable and subject. The researcher used a 

pre-experimental design in the form of a one-group pretest-posttest design. This study aims 

to determine the effect of monopoly game as a medium in teaching vocabulary for the class 

VII D at SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah Jember. There was no comparison with the control 

group. If the posttest score is greater than the pretest score, then the treatment has a positive 

effect. 

In this research, the population were all class VII in SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah. 

There was 6 classes for class VII at SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah. The sample in this study 
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were class VIID of SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah, this class contains 30 children. Then In this 

study, the sampling technique used was probability sampling with the technique taken, 

namely saturation sampling.  

To collect data, researcher used instruments. In this study, the method used was a 

test. The test was given to all the class VII D of SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah. The questions 

of the test are 20. The items in the pretest were the same as the posttest questions. The form 

of the test was made in the form of multiple choices. Students must choose the correct 

answer. The score for each question is 5, so if add up all the scores, the score is 100. The 

test was conducted twice, pretest and posttest. Pretest is a test given to all students of class 

VII D SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah to find out their learning outcomes before being given 

treatment using a monopoly game. Posttest is a test given to all students of class VII D 

SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah after being given treatment using a monopoly game. This was 

done to determine the difference in student learning outcomes before and after being given 

treatment using the monopoly game. 

In managing and analyzing the quantitative data collected from the research, the 

researcher uses quantitative data analysis, so that the researcher analyzes the data using 

descriptive statistical techniques. Descriptive analysis was carried out with the help of the 

SPSS program. Data analysis results are strengthened by mean, median, mode. Then the 

data were analyzed using the paired sample t-test formula to find out the significant 

differences. If Sig (2-Tailed) < 0.05, then there is a difference before and after treatment. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

In this study, the researcher used quantitative data to determine whether there is a 

significant difference in vocabulary mastery using monopoly games at SMP Nahdlatuth 

Thalabah. Researcher obtained data from SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah Jember related to the 

vocabulary mastery of grade VII students by using the test method. The test consisted of 

pretest and posttest which were tested on 30 students of class VII D. The presentation of 

research data is in accordance with the test results as follows: 

Students' Vocabulary Mastery before Being Taught Using Monopoly Game 

In this study, the researcher took data by conducting a pretest first, namely a test conducted 

to determine the learning outcomes of class VII D students before using the game 

monopoly for teaching vocabulary. However, in learning English, especially in mastering 
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vocabulary before using monopoly games, there were still many students who were less 

enthusiastic in learning, some even did not pay attention. So when working on the pretest 

questions, many students had difficulty in answering the questions. Regarding this matter, 

it can be seen from the pretest scores of VIID students in the table below: 

 Table 2. Pretest Scores in Class VIID  

NO KODE PRETEST SCORES 

1 R 1 80 

2 R 2 45 

3 R 3 40 

4 R 4 20 

5 R 5 50 

6 R 6 40 

7 R 7 60 

8 R 8 45 

9 R 9 70 

10 R 10 45 

11 R 11 35 

12 R 12 55 

13 R 13 20 

14 R 14 30 

15 R 15 75 

16 R 16 45 

17 R 17 35 

18 R 18 35 

19 R 19 35 

20 R 20 80 

21 R 21 75 

22 R 22 80 

23 R 23 65 

24 R 24 35 

25 R 25 55 

26 R 26 40 

27 R 27 35 

28 R 28 20 

29 R 29 40 

30 R 30 40 

MEAN 47,5 
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Based on the table above, we can see that the mean of  pre-test score is 47.5. 

The highest score is 80 and the lowest score is 20. From the data exposure of the pretest 

scores, we can conclude that there are still many students who have difficulty in 

answering questions. 

 

Student's Vocabulary Mastery after Being Taught Using Monopoly Game 

After doing the pretest, the researcher conducted a posttest to class VIID students at SMP 

Nahdlatuth Thalabah. Before doing the posttest, the researcher first conducted English 

language learning, especially in vocabulary mastery by using a monopoly game. It turns 

out that when using monopoly games in the learning process, many students are interested 

and enthusiastic in participating in learning. As well as the posttest scores of class VIID 

students are better than the pretest scores, we can see this in the table below: 

Table 3. Posttest Scores in Class VIID 

NO KODE POSTTEST SCORES 

1 R 1 90 

2 R 2 45 

3 R 3 50 

4 R 4 45 

5 R 5 50 

6 R 6 65 

7 R 7 65 

8 R 8 60 

9 R 9 75 

10 R 10 45 

11 R 11 75 

12 R 12 60 

13 R 13 40 

14 R 14 45 

15 R 15 85 

16 R 16 45 

17 R 17 40 

18 R 18 45 

19 R 19 50 

20 R 20 85 

21 R 21 85 

22 R 22 90 

23 R 23 70 
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24 R 24 45 

25 R 25 55 

26 R 26 60 

27 R 27 55 

28 R 28 50 

29 R 29 40 

30 R 30 45 

MEAN 58, 5 

 

Based on the table above, it can be concluded that the mean of  post-test score is 

58,5. The highest value is 90 and the lowest value is 40. From the explanation of the posttest 

score data, it can be concluded that the use of monopoly games in mastering English 

vocabulary is effective and the students' scores are better than the pretest scores. 

The Difference of Students’ Vocabulary Mastery between Before and After Being Given 

Treatment Using Monopoly Game 

Table 5. Paired Samples Statistic Results 

Paired Samples Statistics 

 Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Pair 1 

PRETEST 47.50 30 18.183 3.320 

POSTTEST 58.50 30 16.250 2.967 

 

The output shows the results of descriptive statistics on the pretest and posttest 

samples in class VIID, for the mean of pretest is 47,50, while for the mean  of posttest is 

58,50 with a total of 30 student respondents. For the value of Std. Deviation on the pretest 

is 18,183 and the posttest is 16,250. 

It can be seen that the mean on the pretest is 47,50 < posttest 58,50, so can be 

interpreted descriptively that there is a mean difference between the pretest and posttest 

scores. 
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Table 6. Paired Samples Test 

Paired Samples Test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 

Sig. 

(2-

tailed) 
Mean 

Std. 

Devi

ation 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 

95% 

Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 1 
PRETEST - 

POSTTEST 
-11.000 9.948 1.816 -14.715 -7.285 -6.056 29 .000 

 

The next output is known that the value of Sig. (2 tailed) of 0.000 <0.05, then H0 

is rejected and Ha is accepted. So it can be concluded that there is a significant difference 

between the pretest and posttest learning outcomes in class VII D. It can also be said that 

the use of monopoly games is effective for learning vocabulary mastery 

Based on the research conducted by the researcher, the data collection instrument 

used a test method consisting of a pretest and posttest, made by the researcher with the 

validity of the questions conducted by the experts, namely lecturer in English at Hasyim 

Asy'ari University. The researcher used expert validity because all instruments were made 

by the researcher with the approval of the English lecturer and the instruments were 

declared correct, clear and in accordance with the indicators. Because all instruments were 

in accordance with the indicators. So that respondents can answer questions well. 

First, the researcher conducted a pretest in class VII D to determine student learning 

outcomes before using the monopoly game. However, in working on the pretest questions, 

there are still many students who are still having difficulties. It can be seen from the average 

pretest score of class VII D students, which is 47,5. 

Then, the researcher conducted an experiment using the game of monopoly in 

mastering English vocabulary in class VII D SMP Nahdlatuth Thalabah. This experiment 

was carried out 3 times in 3 days. The researcher chose the monopoly game in learning 

because this game was familiar among students, so it was easy to understand the rules of 

the game. However, playing monopoly takes a long time especially to understand the new 

monopoly that the researcher used in this study, which contains questions about vocabulary 
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related to work and profession. In the first experiment, the students still needed to 

understand how to play monopoly used by the researcher because it was a little different 

from the usual monopoly and the students were still unfamiliar with the commands 

contained on the monopoly card where all commands were in English. In the first 

experiment the game monopoly took more than 40 minutes. Then, in the second experiment 

the next day, the students had begun to understand how to play but there were still some 

commands on the monopoly cards that they forgot the meaning. Then in the third 

experiment, students were getting used to playing monopoly. 

During the experiment in class VII D, the researcher observed the students' abilities, 

it turned out that the use of monopoly in learning English can not only improve students' 

vocabulary mastery, but also can develop students' reading and speaking skills, namely 

when students get questions and commands in the game. Rohmah (2014) also said that 

students can be more active in speaking class by using Monopoly game. Likewise, Elfiza 

(2018) also argues that by using a monopoly game that is adapted to the reading text, it 

makes students interested in studying the reading text and their reading ability also 

increases. In this monopoly game, students must read and pronounce questions and 

commands clearly in front of their friends. Well, from these findings, the researcher also 

paid attention to the students' reading and speaking, when students misread or 

mispronounced, the researcher also confirmed it. So that by using the game of monopoly, 

in addition to students being able to mention vocabulary, students can also read and 

pronounce questions and commands correctly using English. 

Then, the researcher looked back at the students' vocabulary mastery related to jobs 

and professions, it turns out that the vocabulary that students can master is not only about 

jobs and professions, but the students also understand the vocabularies contained in the 

commands on the monopoly cards (Fun and Chance Cards). These commands use English, 

so at the beginning of the game there are still many students who do not know the meaning 

and do not understand the meaning. After playing several times the students knew and 

understood the commands. Indirectly, in addition to learning vocabulary related to jobs and 

professions, students also learn the vocabulary contained in commands. 

Furthermore, this monopoly game can not only be played at school but can also be 

played at home with the family and can learn vocabulary with the family. Students are also 

more enthusiastic about learning when accompanied by playing, this is what the researcher 
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felt when the experiment was that children were more active in asking questions, especially 

about vocabulary after playing monopoly. The atmosphere in the classroom is also livelier 

if you apply learning while playing. Monopoly game can also be used as educational games 

that are suitable to be applied in teaching and learning activities, especially for mastering 

English vocabulary. This is as stated by Rufayda (2013) that the monopoly game media 

has the appropriate function of using learning media, especially visual media. Learning 

using visuals is easier to understand and can improve students' memory. In addition, there 

are many benefits of using monopoly in learning, one of which is sharpening students' 

thinking power and attracting students' curiosity because the game is fun. Students can also 

interact with each other between friends. So that it is also an advantage in this monopoly 

game that it can increase social interaction between students. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Vocabulary is a collection of familiar words in a language which is a core component of 

language proficiency for communication and acquiring knowledge. Therefore, before 

learning English widely, students must master vocabulary first. In this study, the researcher 

used a monopoly game to master the vocabulary of grade VII students at SMP Nahdlatuth 

Thalabah Jember.  Meanwhile, the results of the study of the use of monopoly games in 

mastering the vocabulary were effective. The general conclusions based on the problem 

formulation are as follows: 

1. From the results of the finding, it can be concluded that the average score of the pretest 

in class VII D is 47,50 with the highest score of 80 and the lowest score of 20. 

2. From the results of the second finding, it can be concluded that the average posttest 

score in class VII D is 58,50 with the highest score of 90 and the lowest score of 40. 

3. From the results of the third finding, it can be concluded that there are significant 

differences in students' vocabulary mastery between before and after using the 

monopoly game. This is indicated by the results of the Paired Simple T Test, namely 

the value of Sig. (2 tailed) of 0.000 <0.05, where the average pretest score for class VII 

D is 47,50 and the posttest average value for class VII D is 58,50, so the use of 

monopoly games in students' vocabulary mastery is declared effective. 

It shows that vocabulary mastery can be improved better by using monopoly game learning 

media. The vocabulary mastered by students is also more, not only about jobs and 
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professions but students can also master the vocabularies contained in the commands on 

monopoly cards (Fun Cards and Chance Cards). 
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Abstract: Figurative language is part of the semantic. As we know that with semantic we 

can know the true meaning in a song. Figurative language is language which employs 

various figures as speech. This analyzes the figurative languages are used in Adhitia 

Sofyan's album “Forget Your Plans”. It is expected that the result of this study will be 

useful for the student of linguistics since this study is done based on the theory of 

Figurative Language. The benefit of figurative language and category used in this thesis 

is that the readers will comprehend that such theory can be used to give clearer and better 

understanding about the meanings of figurative language. Kind of figurative language 

was found in Adhitia Sofyan song selected songs lyric are paradox, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, rhetoric, allegory, repetition, and antithesis. Figurative language in the 

song could make the readers understand that the lyric of the song can describe massages 

that must be known by learning them deeply in terms of categories. This study attempts 

to provide a description about figurative language in human daily life. The type of data 

that is used in this study is a qualitative data. The data analyzed in this study are some 

written texts. The text discuss is song taken from Adhitia Sofyan's album “Forget Your 

Plans”. By these classifications, we can recognize well which one includes each figurative 

speech. The result of this study will be able to give contribution to the readers who are 

interested in learning.  

 

Keywords: Semantic, Figurative Language, Adhitia Sofyan's album “Forget Your 

Plans” 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Language is very important all over the world because through language people 

are connected and connected. Language is also a means of communication between 

humans, to obtain and share information. Reading, writing stories, composing poetry, 

mailto:1miyamawarmati@gmail.com
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making music, and sharing knowledge all require the use of language; in fact, everything 

we do requires the use of language. 

Communication in language occurs through the use of symbols, according to 

Kreidler (2013). Symbols can be spoken, written, or physically signed. Humans are social 

entities and individuals who are in constant communication. 

To communicate, humans use language, which can be in the form of words, 

symbols, or even gestures. The science of language is called linguistics. The field of 

linguistics known as semantics focuses on the study of meaning in language. Semantics 

refers to the study of meaning. For those who want to learn English, meaning is very 

important. By understanding meaning, individuals can infer the speaker's purpose and 

obtain meaning and information. 

There are many countries on the planet, each with its own unique language. And 

one of the languages that allows us to communicate with each other across borders is 

English. People all over the world use English to communicate across borders as it is 

mostly accepted as an international language. 

English is growing in popularity and importance. There are many dialects of 

English that are used to communicate, including British, American, and others. As 

English has become a universal language, the majority of people from other countries 

choose to study in the UK or the US in fields such as science, politics, economics, and 

the arts. For example, a song is an example of art. Dlis songs to convey human emotions. 

In addition, many English songs include deep meaning in their lyrics. Perhaps this is why 

English songs have their own charm. 

Because of the popularity of English songs, one of the Indonesian artists, Adhitia 

Sofyan, also created a song with most of the lyrics in English. Adhitia Sofyan's most 

popular song, “Forget Your Plans”, is entirely in English. Listening to music is a pleasant 

pastime that has a calming effect on the body, but if listeners don't understand the 

figurative meaning of a song, they won't be able to enjoy it. 

The author chose Adhitia Sofyan's album "Forget Your Plan" because Adhitia 

Sofyan is a unique singer where all songs are recorded in the bedroom, and from many 

Adhitia Sofyan albums the author chose an album entitled "Forget Your Plans" because 

in this song there are many deep and varied meanings theme. 
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Learning the language is also highly recommended for Muslims as quoted below: 

 ِ
ه

مَرَنِى رَسُولُ اللَّ
َ
الَ أ

َ
ابِتٍ ق

َ
بِيهِ زَيْدِ بْنِ ث

َ
ابِتٍ عَنْ أ

َ
 بْنِ زَيْدِ بْنِ ث

َ
ارِجَة

َ
هُ  -ه وسلمصلى الله علي-عَنْ خ

َ
مَ ل

ه
عَل

َ
ت
َ
نْ أ

َ
أ

هْرٍ حَ 
َ
 ش

ُ
مَا مَره بِى نِصْف

َ
الَ ف

َ
ى كِتَابٍ «. ق

َ
ِ مَا آمَنُ يَهُودَ عَل

ه
ى وَاللَّ ِ

 
الَ » إِن

َ
لِمَاتِ كِتَابِ يَهُودَ. ق

َ
الَ  ك

َ
هُ ق

َ
مْتُهُ ل

ه
عَل

َ
ى ت ته

يْ 
َ
تَبْتُ إِل

َ
ى يَهُودَ ك

َ
تَبَ إِل

َ
ا ك

َ
انَ إِذ

َ
مْتُهُ ك

ه
عَل

َ
ا ت مه

َ
ل
َ
  ف

ٌ
ا حَدِيث

َ
ى هَذ بُو عِيس َ

َ
الَ أ

َ
هُ كِتَابَهُمْ. ق

َ
تُ ل

ْ
رَأ
َ
يْهِ ق

َ
تَبُوا إِل

َ
ا ك

َ
هِمْ وَإِذ

 حَسَنٌ صَحِيحٌ 

Means: 

From Zaid bin Thabit said: that the Messenger of Allah ordered me to learn the language 

of the Jews, he said: By Allah I do not believe the Jews in my letter, said Zaid; After half 

a month I learned my language. was able to master it, when he wanted to send a letter to 

the Jews, I wrote it to them, and when they wrote to him I read their letter to him.” 

We know from the quote below that language learning is very important to us. 

Usually, a song contains figurative language. For some people who have not studied 

metaphorical language, deciphering a song may be difficult. As a result, they may enjoy 

the sound of the song without understanding its meaning. Therefore, the writer is 

interested in researching the figurative language of Adhitia Sofyan's songs, because 

almost everyone likes to listen to music, and the writer believes that every song has many 

messages, so it is important to evaluate the meaning of the song for us. To understand the 

song as a whole. Therefore, the data for this research will be taken from songs, especially 

those performed by Adhitia Sofyan. The writer chose Adhitia Sofyan's songs because she 

is a vocalist who is quite unique.; 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The first research from Rismayana (2018) examines the figurative language used in 

his proposal in his study. The second is from Arifah (2016). In his studies, he examined 

the figurative language used in the lyrics of John Legend's songs. Fitria (2018) in her 

study she examines the figurative language found in her research. From the One Direction 

album he found many types of figurative language used in song lyrics. The author can 

conclude from this research that the studies mentioned above have certain similarities and 

differences. The difference between this study and previous research lies in the research 

subject and the results of the research. The similarity stems from the research questions 

and research objectives, both of which concern the diversity and meaning of figurative 

language. 



M. Mawarti / TEFLICS Journal 3.1 (2023) 106-117 

 DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.33752/teflics.v3i1.4165 

E-ISSN 2798-9046 

109 

 

Semantics 

The term "semantics" comes from a Greek word meaning "meaning". Semantics is 

the study of the meaning of language. Semantics, according to Verhaar (2004), is the 

study of meaning. 

Theory of Meaning 

According to Leech's (2003) theory, the importance of communication is to become 

a medium between the speaker and the listener to understand each other. 

Kind of Meaning 

A piece of language conveys its dictionary meaning, connotations beyond the 

dictionary meaning, information about the social context of language use, the feelings 

and attitudes of speakers who exchange meanings with other meanings of the same word 

when it has two meanings and meanings due to habitual occurrences. 

Figurative Language 

There are many ways to express ideas through language, but one of the most 

common is through figurative language. Figurative language allows the communication 

of various thoughts and emotions. occurs when the speaker speaks anything other than 

the actual words or sentence meanings. 

Types of Figurative Language from Gorys Keraf 

Alliteration, Assonance, Anastrophy, Apophasis, Apostrophe, Asyndeton, 

Polysyndeton, Chiasmus, Ellipsis, Euphemism, Litotes, Hysterone/Hyperbatone, 

Pleonasm and Tautology, Periphrasis, Prolepsy, Rhetoric, Silepsis and Zeugma, 

Correction/Epanorthosis, hyperbole, Paradox, Oxymoron, allegory, Metaphor, Allegory, 

Simile, Fable, embodiment, allegory, eponym, Nickname, Synecdoche, metonymy, 

Antonomasia, Hypalage/Hypalase, Irony, Cynicism, Sarcasm, satire, Antiphrase, satire, 

Pun/Paronomasia 

 

METHOD 

This study uses a descriptive qualitative research design to describe the 

metaphorical language contained in the song lyrics of Adhitia Sofyan. According to 

Anggito & Setiawan (2018), qualitative research is collecting data in a scientific setting 

to better understand the observed phenomena, with the researcher as the main instrument. 
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The main data analyzed in this study is the figurative language in the album Forget 

Your Plans by Adhitia Sofyan. Secondary data Adityo, Fajar. “Adhitia Sofyan: “Forget 

Your Plan”, Beautiful Music From Bed.” Musik. Kapanlagi.com. August 31, 2010. March 

26, 2022. After the success of his first album, Quiet Down with the hits single Adelaide 

Sky and Choosing You. This time Adhit re-launched his second album which can also be 

downloaded on his website. The 12 songs in Forget Your Plans: Bedroom Recordings 

Vol. 2 still uses English in writing very poetic lyrics that are inspired by life and 

experiences. 

Each song is given an explanation behind the lyrics. Things that are rarely done by 

musicians in Indonesia in general. There are also slightly religious song lyrics that tell 

about death, the field of masyhar and reckoning at the end which are translated into a 

song called Into the Light. 

One thing that is interesting in the work on this album and before, everything is 

done in his room both from the ornaments of other musical instruments that are included 

in this song. Adhitia Sofyan presents a beautiful masterpiece from the bedroom. 

According to Gunawan (2013) from the analysis of the figure of speech in the album 

Forget Your Plans by Adhitia Sofyan, researchers will identify: 

o Choose a song from Adhitia Sofyan's album 

o Observing ss web 

o Identify based on research problem 

o Classifying figurative language contained in Adhitia Sofyan's album to answer 

research problems 

o Classifying meaning into semantic meaning 

According to Suhartono (2008: 69-70), data collection techniques are methods used 

to obtain or collect data as well as possible and processed and analyzed according to the 

framework of research methods. So in this study the data collection techniques used are: 

o Read and understand the lyrics 

o Identify the figurative language found in the lyrics 

o Paying attention to the figurative language found in the lyrics 

o Determine and classify the meaning of figurative words 
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The data analysis technique is that after collecting the data, the authors analyze 

using several steps according to the theory of Miles et al., (2014) yes, analyzing the data 

in three steps: condensing the data, displaying the data, and concluding. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the findings and discussion of the research steps that have 

been described previously. In this chapter, data analysis aims to answer the research 

questions that have been formulated in the previous chapter. 

Findings  

Types of Figurative Language in Adhitia Sofyan's Album “Forget Your Plans” 

a. Alliteration 

Researchers found that there were seventhe meaning of alliteration in the first song, 

Foget Jakarta. Second, After the Rain has an alliteration meaning. In the third song, 

Carnival has four alliterations. The researcher also found two alliterations of meaning in 

gaze, and the last one wrapped had four alliterations. 

b. Assonance 

The researcher found that there was one meaning of assonance in the first song, 

Carnival. Second, Secret has two alliteration meanings. In the third song, Stalker has two 

assonances. Researchers also found four meanings of assonance in the middle of the night. 

c. Apophasis or Preterisio 

The researcher found that there was one meaning of apophasis in the first song, 

Carnival. Second, the Secret has an apophasis meaning. In the third song, Gaze has one 

apophasis 

d. Asyndeton 

The researcher found that fourteen songs from Adhitia Sofyan's song have 

asyndeton meaning. The researcher found that there were two meanings of asyndeton in 

the first song, Gaze. Second, The Secret has three asyndeton meanings. In the third song, 

The stalker has two asyndetons. Researchers also found four meanings of asyndeton in 

Midnight. And the last one wrapped has three asyndeton meanings. 

e. Euphemism 

The researcher found that the four songs of Adhitia Sofyan had euphemistic 

meanings. Researchers found a euphemistic meaning in the first song, Forget Jakarta. 
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Second, Carnival has two euphemistic meanings. In the third song, Immortal Mellow has 

two euphemisms. Researchers also found a meaning of euphemism in Gaze. 

f. Litotes 

Researchers found that there are two meanings of Litotes in the first song, Don't 

Look Back. Second, Secret has two meanings Litotes. 

g. Hysterone 

Researchers found that there were four meanings of Hysteron in the first song, After 

Rain. Second, Carnival has two meanings Hysteron. In the third song, Immortal Mellow 

has five Hysterons. Researchers also found two meanings of Hysteron in Midnight and 

Dark Side. In fact, Bandage has eight Hysteron meanings. And the last Apology has two 

meanings Hysteron. 

h. Eroticism or Rhetoric 

Researchers found there is a rhetorical meaning in the first song, Carnival. Second, 

Secret has two rhetorical meanings. In the third song, Dark Side has Rhetoric. The 

researcher also found three meanings of Rhetoric in In To You. In fact, Apology has the 

meaning of Rhetoric. 

i. Sylepsis and Zeugma 

The researcher found that only a song from Adhitia Sofyan's song had the meaning 

of Syllepsis and Zeugma. Researchers found there is one meaning of Syllepsis and 

Zeugma in the first song, Dark Side. 

j. Hyperbole 

Researchers found a hyperbole in the first song, Foget Jakarta. Second, After The 

Rain has one hyperbole. In the third song, Dibalut, researchers also found two meanings 

of hyperbole. The Dark Side, Don't Look Back and The Secret of every song has one 

hyperbole meaning. 

k. Paradox 

The researcher found that there is one meaning of Paradox in the first song, Forget 

Jakarta. Second, Midnight has a paradoxical meaning. 

l. Oxymoron 

Researchers found that two songs from Adhitia Sofyan's song have the meaning of 

Oxymoron. The researcher found that there were four meanings of Oxymoron in the first 

song, Forget Jakarta. Second, Immortal Mellow has one meaning Oxymoron. 
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m. Allegory 

Researchers found that two of Adhitia Sofyan's songs have simile meanings. The 

researcher found that there is a parable meaning in the first song, Forget Jakarta. Second, 

Gaze has a parable meaning. 

n. Allegory, Simile, Fable 

Researchers found one allegory in Bandaged Song. The second song is In To The 

Light has one allegory. Midnight and Gaze have one allegory. 

o. Metaphor 

There is only one meaning metaphor that the researcher found in Adhitia Sofyan's 

album "Forget Your Plan". 

p. Embodiment 

The researcher found three meanings of personification in Adhitia Sofyan's album 

"Forget Your Plan". First in the song After The Rain, and the second song is After The 

Rain and After The Rain has one Personification which means each song. 

Discussion 

This discussion describes the data that the researchers found and analyzed in the 

previous chapter. Based on the data above, the researcher found sixteen types of figurative 

language in Adhitia Sofyan's album "Forget Your Plan". Namely alliteration, assonance, 

apophasis or preterisio, asyndeton, euphemism, litotes, hysterone, eroticism or rhetoric, 

sylepsis and zeugma, hyperbole, paradox, oxymoron, simile, allegory, parable, fable, 

metaphor, and personification. 

Alliteration is Alliteration is a figurative language used by repeating the same 

consonants (Keraf, 2010) on Adhitia Sofyan's album “Forget Your Plan. 

Assonance is a figurative language used by repeating the same vowel sound (Keraf, 

2010) on Adhitia Sofyan's album “Forget Your Plan. 

Apophasis is a figurative language in which a writer tries to affirm something by 

denying it, tries to emphasize something by pretending to let it pass, and tries (Keraf, 

2010). 

Asyndeton is the opposite of Polysyndeton which connects words, phrases, or 

clauses without using connecting words (Keraf, 2010). 

Asindeton figure of speech is a figurative language to express phrases, clauses, 

sentences, or discourses without conjunctions. In this sentence the author tries to beautify 
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the song by not writing conjunctions, if given a conjunction it becomes "Stay for a while 

and I'm still looking at you from afar". 

Keraf (2010) defines euphemisms as figurative language in the form of pleasant or 

subtle expressions that are used to replace expressions that may seem insulting, rude, or 

malicious. I one euphemism meaning in Gaze. 

Litotes is a figurative language used to express something to humble oneself where 

an idea is expressed by denying the opposite or mentioning something less than the actual 

situation (Keraf, 2010). 

Hysteron/Hyperbaton is a figurative language that contradicts a logical or ordinary 

situation, for example something that happens then is placed at the beginning of a 

sentence (Keraf, 2010). 

Rhetoric is a question that does not have an answer that is used to emphasize and 

create a strong effect (Keraf, 2010). 

Keraf (2010) defines Syllepsis and Zeugma as figurative language that uses a 

concise structure to associate a word with two other words, only one of which is related 

to the first word. When the syntax used is grammatically correct but not semantically 

correct, it is called Syllepsis. different, so if it is connected by conjunction it doesn't match 

Hyperbole is a figure of speech that contains an exaggerated or exaggerated 

meaning. The characteristics of hyperbole are dramatic language style, tend to be 

unreasonable, and exaggerated (Keraf, 2010). The researchers found that six of Adhitia 

Sofyan's songs had hyperbolic meanings. 

Paradox is figurative language that involves facts and actual contradictions (Keraf, 

2010). Oxymoron is a figurative language where opposite words are used in the same 

sentence (Keraf, 2010). Simile as a comparison of something that directly refers to 

another thing by using the words like, as, etc. (Keraf, 2010). 

Allegory figure of speech is a figure of speech that expresses figuratively or 

pictorially. Allegory is a short story that contains metaphorical words. Parables are short 

stories, mostly human characters that always contain moral lessons. Fables are metaphors 

about the animal world, acting as if humans, even animals and inanimate objects (Keraf, 

2010). 
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Metaphor is a direct comparison without using words such as (like), like, like (as), 

and so on (Keraf, 2010). Only one meaning metaphor that the researcher found in Adhitia 

Sofyan's album "Forget Your Plan". 

Personification is a figurative language that states inanimate objects as if alive 

(Keraf, 2010). " First in the song After The Rain, and the second song is After The Rain 

and After The Rain has one personification which means each song. 

Broadly speaking, 'meaning' means the total amount communicated through 

language. Words, phrases, and sentences have meanings that are studied in semantics. 

Leech (1974) in his book 'Semantic-A Study of meaning' breaks down meaning into seven 

types or materials that give superiority to conceptual meaning. The seven types of 

meaning according to Leech are as follows, conceptual meaning, connotative meaning, 

collocative meaning, reflective meaning, affective meaning, social meaning, and thematic 

meaning. 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

CONCLUSION 

From the discussion, it can be concluded that the lyrics of Adhitia Sofyan's songs 

are far beyond their references. Therefore, pragmatic studies are needed to understand the 

meaning contained in these songs. Through figurative meanings, language learners 

inevitably learn more about linguistic knowledge. Having adequate figurative meaning 

competence, students are expected to be able to use figurative language in their oral and 

written performances so that they can make fresh and interesting expressions. The use of 

figure of speech varies, this is due to the imagination of the songwriter in applying his 

thoughts into different languages to see the conditions that occur in the song. 

After analyzing and discussing the lyrics of Adhitia Sofyan's song, the researcher 

can conclude that there are many types of language found in this study. In some songs, 

several types of the same figurative language are found. In this study, the figurative 

language that is often found is hyperbole, allegory, and rhetoric. In addition, the 

researcher also found other figurative language such as paradox, personification, 

metaphor, wrinkle and antithesis. The most dominant type of figure in Adhitia Sofyan's 

album “Forget Your Plan” is in alliteration which is used to express or give a beautiful 

impression or special effects. Alliteration is commonly used in everyday conversation 
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and also in all kinds of literature such as prose or drama and song lyrics. We can conclude 

that alliteration is used to make objects larger than real objects. This statement should not 

be taken literally. And finally, music can lead listeners to better interpret a song. 

 

SUGGESTION 

Taking into account the conclusions there are several suggestions. For the figurative 

readers to learn about literary criticism first because this course leads us to find allegories 

and their uses. Applied linguistics students should apply similar analysis to other texts, 

because analyzing songs based on the type of figure of speech can improve students' 

ability to understand figure of speech. For other researchers to find linguistic fields or 

other aspects that can be a way to conclude new figurative research, and conduct research 

on other songs. 
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